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HOW CAN
I HELP YOU?
colleagues in order to guarantee exceptional
care to all patients. Episode after episode,
the first thing he says to anyone who comes
into the casualty department, his office or the
canteen is “How can I help you”.
Enough to say that I loved him immediately.
Coming back to parquet and this journal, I
thought about Dr. Goodwin at the start of this
year 2022, while I was wondering about the
best way to carry on my work.
When we started up eight years ago, our
objective was to open a dialogue with the
whole community concerned with wood
flooring: from floor laying to architecture, from
retail to the building industry. We wanted to
show in a new way how special a real wood
floor is, its qualities and the possible ways
to use it, in order to close the gap which
separated appreciation for the product (very
high) from its real impact on the market (very
low).
An age seems to have passed since 2014: the
covid tempest, the raw materials crisis, energy
costs, the threats from climate change.
So, again I started to think about our role.
What should a journal about our sector tell
you today? And how should it do it?
How can we help?

I have never been a great fan of television. For
a long time in my life I tried to avoid turning it
on believing that without that ‘temptation’, I
could use my time better by reading, listening
to music, improving my English and learning
to cook.
Then the pandemic arrived and lockdown…
and a Netflix subscription. From abstinence to
binge viewing was but a short step.
One of the first series I watched was New
Amsterdam, an American medical drama
focussed on a doctor (Max Goodwin) who is
appointed chief of the biggest public hospital
in New York and who begins to struggle with
bureaucracy and with the old habits of his
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AGENDA

Superfaces

Rimini Expo Centre, Italy
12 - 14 October 2022
en.superfaces.it

SUPERFACES:
LIVING IN A
MATERIALS WORLD
Organised by IEG - Italian
Exhibition Group - Superfaces is
the B2B marketplace dedicated
to innovative materials for
interiors, design and architecture.
With Superfaces, tradition
and innovation are creatively
interpreted, with cutting-edge
materials and solutions for
cladding, panelling and flooring.
A unique opportunity to explore
new horizons of architecture
and interior design, as well as
developing business with trade
sector professionals.
For the international public,

DOMOTEX 2023
FOCUSES ON A NEW
AWARENESS
OF VALUES

Domotex

Messegelände, Hannover
12 - 15 January 2023
domotex.de

“Floored by Nature” is the
keynote theme of Domotex
2023, which will take place
in Hannover from 12 to 15
January. More topical than ever,
the keynote theme deals with
the questions about a healthy,
natural and sustainable living in
our working and living spaces.
Value-based themes and issues
surrounding responsibility
towards our environment and
nature will be on the agenda
of Domotex. “Floored by
Nature” also stands for the
fascination that nature exudes
as a source of inspiration and
serves as a perfect role model.
The world’s leading trade show
for carpets and floor coverings
invites all participants in the
33rd edition to take a new
perspective on the central
spatial element of flooring. New
areas of application, trends and
innovations are waiting to be
discovered at Domotex.
“The resource-saving use of
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comprising dealers, distributors,
importers, contractors, designers
and architects, it is an ideal
chance to see a complete
round-up of innovative surfaces
designed for the living spaces of
tomorrow. Particular space will
be made for resilient surfaces
and those in vinyl, resin and
concrete, wood and natural
fibres, as well as all those newgeneration materials, created
using innovative processing
methods or original combinations
and finishes that reflect current
trends in terms of their graphics,
design and environmental
sustainability.
Hosted at the Rimini Expo
centre, the exhibition rounds out
the circuit of events that brings
together the various sectors
making up the surfaces world.

materials, the circular economy,
a new sourcing debate,
healthy living and working, and
advancing digitalization in all
areas of life are also shaping
the flooring industry and with
it the world’s leading trade
show Domotex. Floored by
Nature stands for sustainable
and natural materials that are
taking over our living spaces.
Inspired and fascinated by
nature, Floored by Nature means
discovering new environmentally
compatible possibilities and
making optimum use of existing
resources. The goal: to create
healthy, sustainable and at the
same time inspiring spaces says Sonia Wedell-Castellano,
Global Director Domotex
Deutsche Messe AG, explaining
the 2023 keynote theme -. But
serious raw material shortages,
high transport costs and further
rising energy prices are also
creating major challenges for
the industry. Domotex is also
a showcase for these issues,
highlighting potential, addressing
opportunities and risks, and
providing best practices”.
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AGENDA

BAU 2023

Trade Fair Center Messe
München
17 - 22 April 2023
bau-muenchen.com

BAU 2023
RESCHEDULED
TO APRIL
BAU, the world’s leading
trade fair for architecture,
materials and systems, has
been rescheduled from January
to April 17-22, 2023. The hall
structure and main topics - “The
challenge of climate change,”
“Affordable living,” “Resources
and recycling” and “Digital
transformation” - remain the
same. The new topic “Modular

THE SALONE
DEL MOBILE.
MILANO IS WORKING
TOWARDS THE 2023
EDITION

Salone del Mobile.Milano

Fiera Milano, Rho, Italy
18 - 23 April 2023
salonemilano.it

The most keenly awaited
design event of the year will
be held from 18th to 23rd April
2023, at Rho Fieramilano. With
more than 262,000 attendees
from 173 different countries
and 2,175 exhibitors in 2022,
the Salone del Mobile.Milano
is working towards the 2023
edition, with Maria Porro recently
reconfirmed as president. The
event will be back in Milan from
18th to 23rd April, at the Rho
Fieramilano fairgrounds.Next
year’s line-up will include the
Salone Internazionale del Mobile
and the International Furnishing
Accessories Exhibition,
Workplace 3.0, the third edition
of S.Project and the biennial
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construction” also stays on the
agenda. BAU is still planned to
take place with 19 halls in April.
This decision was reached by
BAU’s Exhibitor Advisory Board
and Board of Trustees. At the
forefront was the fact that BAU
is among the largest trade fairs
in Germany, not only in terms of
exhibitors, but also in terms of
visitors (2019: 250,000 visitors).
Reinhard Pfeiffer, Deputy CEO
of Messe München, explains:
“BAU is a world-leading trade
fair and our goal is to bring
exhibitors and guests from
all over the world together
again here in Munich. With
this one-time postponement
from January to April, we want
to offer our customers and
participants maximum security
for their planning.”
The industry unanimously
supports the change of dates.

exhibition Euroluce, making its
physical return to the fair after 4
years. SaloneSatellite, the event
geared to schools, universities
and designers under 35 will,
of course, be there, and will
celebrate its 24th edition in 2023.
We would also remind you that
registrations for next year are still
open – and you have until 15th
September to apply. As with the
latest editions, the exhibitions
will be accompanied by a packed
cultural programme, yet to be
unveiled. The Salone del Mobile
2023 will again be an unmissable
occasion, an opportunity for the
entire sector to come together,
discuss their particular projects,
swap and share ideas and, not
least, it will be a chance to catch
up again with our international
community and take stock of
the current state of the design
sector.

AGENDA

18th International
Architecture Exhibition

Venice, Giardini / Arsenale /
Forte Marghera
20 May - 26 November 2023
labiennale.org/en/
architecture

THE LABORATORY
OF THE FUTURE
The Biennale Architecture will
be held from Saturday 20 May to
Sunday 26 November, 2023 (preopening May 18 and 19), curated
by academic, educator and bestselling novelist Lesley Lokko, who
has commented: “Architects have
a unique opportunity to put forward
ambitious and creative ideas that
help us imagine a more equitable
and optimistic future in common”.
Lesley Lokko is the founder of
the African Futures Institute,
established in Accra, Ghana, in 2020
as a postgrad school of architecture
and public events platform. In 2015
she founded the Graduate School
of Architecture in Johannesburg.
She has taught in the UK, in the US,
Europe, Australia and Africa. She is
the recipient of a number of awards
for contributions to architectural
education. The title of the 18th
International Architecture Exhibition
is The Laboratory of the Future.

MADE EXPO RENEWS
ITSELF: ME IS BORN

ME 2023

Fiera Milano, Rho, Italy
15 - 18 November 2023
madeexpo.it

MADE expo evolves and gives rise
to ME, to be scheduled from 15
to 18 November 2023 in the East
Gate halls of Fiera Milano, Rho.
Organized by Made Eventi srl, a
company of Fiera Milano (60%) and
Federlegno Arredo Eventi (40%) ME
will lead professionals through the
unavoidable evolution of the built
environment towards sustainability,
involving them effectively in a
completely transformed event, in
terms of concept and layout.
“Work for progress” is the claim
chosen by the event to represent
the vision of the future of the
sector, with the choice of colors
and visuals that immediately refer
to the theme of sustainability,
along a path that - originating from
ME - will lead to the only form of
progress for the individual and the
community. A highly specialized
and integrated platform, ME
will be structured into two new
exhibitions. The Construction
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“New technologies continuously
appear and disappear - stated
Lesley Lokko - giving us unfiltered
glimpses of life in parts of the globe
we will likely never visit, much less
understand. But to see both near
and far simultaneously is also, as
Du Bois and Fanon famously put it,
a form of ‘double consciousness’,
the internal conflict of all
subordinated or colonised groups,
which describes the majority of
the world, not only ‘there’, in the
so-called Developing-, Third-, and
Arab Worlds, but ‘here’ too, in the
metropoles and landscapes of the
global North. In Europe we speak
of minorities and diversity, but the
truth is that the West’s minorities
are the global majority’diversity is
our norm. There is one place on this
planet where all these questions
of equity, race, hope and fear
converge and coalesce. Africa. At
an anthropological level, we are all
African. And what happens in Africa
happens to us all”.

exhibition will bring software and
technologies for design and Building
Information Modeling (BIM) to the
fair, as well as construction systems
and solutions for structures
and infrastructures; safety and
construction site equipment;
proposals for energy requalification,
thermal insulation, and comfort;
materials and finishes for interiors;
solutions for the building plant
integration. The Building Envelope
exhibition will focus on the
display of windows and doors;
façade systems and roofing;
components and accessories;
production machinery for doors
and windows; glass; industrial
closures and solutions for shading
and automation; outdoor, solar and
insect protection.
Both exhibitions will develop
the topics of Innovation and
Sustainability, offering companies,
buyers, professionals, technicians,
and operators the most advanced
solutions to lead the world of
construction into the future.

NEWSROOM

ILOVEPARQUET

MAPEI ANNOUNCES NEW
FACILITY IN HOUSTON
Mapei Corporation announces
the acquisition of a new 200,000
square-foot (18.581 m2) facility in
Houston, Texas, that is designed
for the manufacturing of powders
and liquid admixtures. Currently in
“Phase One” of development as
the manufacturing equipment is
being installed, the facility holds
the possibility for expansion in the
future, according to Carlo Mandelli,
Director of Operations for MAPEI
Corporation. “When it opens in
2023, this new facility will be an
immense strategic asset for us
in Houston’s expanding market,”
Mandelli continued. Located
northeast of the city along the
Beltway 8 corridor, this facility
will create jobs for some of the
fastest-growing suburbs in the
Houston area - Kingwood, Humble
and Atascocita. “By the year 2023,
the plant will be up and running,
not only producing Mapei products
but also creating approximately

80 new jobs between direct and
indirect labor,” said Luigi Di Geso,
President and CEO of MAPEI
Corporation.
“This Houston facility joins our
Garland facility, expanding our
Texas footprint and allowing us to
serve our customers across the
South, West and Central United
States even more efficiently,” Di
Geso continued. The facility in
Houston also joins construction
that is nearing the final stages
at MAPEI facilities in Dalton,
Georgia, and in Fredericksburg,
Virginia - both of which will
also be full-production facilities;
announcements regarding their
openings will be forthcoming.

KÄHRS APPOINTS SARA
OLOFSSON AS NEW HEAD
OF ITS COMMERCIAL
BUSINESS SEGMENT
Sara Olofsson has been appointed
as new chief commercial officer
(CCO) for Kährs Commercial
business segment, including

the sub-segments healthcare
& education, office, hospitality,
and shop fitting into retail stores.
Olofsson most recently comes
from leading positions at Hilti in
Sweden, latest as the position as
service and software manager.
She has previous experience in
senior sales and marketing and
sustainability roles at Hilti and from
Lantmännen. Olofsson will start
her new position November 1.
Andreas Berge, current CCO
Commercial, has decided to leave
Kährs, after more than 12 years of
service in various positions within
Kährs Group, to a position outside
the company.
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100% BATHROOM

OH MY

WOOD!

A suspended washbasin
transparent as water

The centrepiece
of a stylish bathroom

A transparent window of water created from an 8
cm thick shelf. The Depth basin plays with a feeling
of an empty, open void with its inclined bottom in
clear glass. Wildwood, made from centuries-old
oak with a sculpted grain, adapts perfectly to the
space and creates an elegant surface. The material
has been heat treated, making it highly resistant to
liquids for renewed hold.

With a nod to the décor of the 1950s and
60s, Adda represents a retro-contemporary
collection that plays with the inherent
properties of different materials in the
coolness of natural stone, the warmth
of wood and the muted elegance of
burnished brass. The freestanding basin
comes in a choice of a cylindrical or cubed
column, with the basin in stone and
cladding in wood.

lago.it

salvatoriofficial.com

Ascension

Ascension (design Neri&Hu) is
an handy accessory made of
solid iroko wood with visible
joints on the sides. A single
object that, thanks to its
versatility, offers two different
functions depending on its
position. Horizontally, it acts as
a small step for the Immersion
bathtub, while, if placed
vertically, it doubles as a handy
side table or storage area.

agapedesign.it

Marcel

Marcel is inspired by the sinuous yet
rational shapes of the Bauhaus and the
elegance and essentiality of the production
of furniture in solid curved wood and Vienna
straw, a distinctive feature of the Thonet
family reinterpreted in a modern way by
the designers Andrea Parisio and Giuseppe
Pezzano. In photo: rectangular mirror cabinet,
with double door, with natural or black
stained solid Ash wood frame and front right
door in natural Vienna straw.

ceramicacielo.it

Shade Sauna
Biblio

Absolute relaxation of body and mind thanks to an object that
accepts the primary function of hosting, contain water, the primary
resource for human life, and books, with which to satisfy thirst for
knowledge. Large, rigorous in its pure shape with sharp corners.
Rich with new meanings, space for accessories and surfaces. Biblio
is made of Corian and can accommodate along two sides open
compartments for books, objects and accessories.

Shade Sauna seamlessly merges in every setting thanks
to its exclusive design. An elegant cylinder realised in
bent and thermally-insulated wood encloses the stove,
and the back wall, decorated with a panelling pattern, is
also equipped with a cable to secure the towel during
the session.
Design: Cristiano Mino

Minimalistic design

Twig is an elegant line of bathroom accessories characterised
a by minimalistic design with elements in solid Iroko wood,
surfaces in white Cristalplant® and supporting elements in
stainless steel. The range includes: soap holders, toothbrush
holders, shelves, towel rails, toilet brush holders, toilet roll
holders, clothes hook with coat hanger, small table and
bathtub shelf with flat plate. Design Keiji Takeuchi

starpool.com

antoniolupi.it

24

boffi.com
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QUICK-STEP
The Quick-Step DNA? Constantly
striving for perfection. Quick-Step
creates floors with enduring beauty
for every space in life. Ongoing
research and innovation along with
a strong focus on quality have made
Quick-Step one of the top players
in the flooring industry. The brand,
known for its patented glueless
Uniclic® installation system, perfectly
combines tradition with a series of
ground-breaking innovations.
Our trademarks: beautiful designs,
waterproof floors, and easy
installation: carefree living starts in
a home with high-performance floors.

inspiration

 Quick-Step Cascada. The first and
unique water-resistant Parquet.
Don’t worry about water. Our
watertight Cascada range is
beautifully suited to every room of
your home, including your kitchen
and bathroom. Experience authentic
wood beneath your feet without
compromising on durability or ease of
use. Sit back and relax: this floor is up
for anything.
Water-Repellent Coating:
Your floors will never look dirty or
dark. With a unique coating system
that covers the full surface, even in
the deepest brushings, we protect
the wood from water absorption and
make it easy to clean. Liquids and dirt
don’t get a chance to infiltrate the
wood surface.
Watertight:
Enjoy our new and improved click
design, which ensures a tight fit on
all sides. On top of that, the Hydroseal
coating on all 4 sides stops all water
from leaking through and causing
damage to the bottom of your floor.

unilinitalia.it
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ck
g
u
B in
the trend
Palermo: a home which
is a metaphor for a
sculpture, where spaces
are designed with the
subtractive principle and
colours are reduced to
‘light’ and ‘dark’. The
wood floor provides the
overall harmony
TITO FRANCESCHINI
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The project
• Objective: 			
Restoration of an apartment
• Location: Palermo
• Completion year: 2020
• Architecture and interior design:
Luca Grammauta architect,
Architectural Studio UAIG
• Builder: Giuseppe D’Agostino
Building Contractors
• Lighting consultant: Giovanni
Contino - Los Project
• Wood flooring: Woodco,
Signature Collection, Rovere
Crema parquet with slats
• Furnishings: 			
- Pirrera Ceramics
(surfaces and doors)
- Your Life		
(kitchen and bathrooms)
- Pianeta legno ebanisti 		
(made to measure furniture
- Longho (lighting)
• Photography: Nanni Culotta
woodco.it

In Palermo the interior design of a house for a young family with three children is ‘bucking the trend’.
It divides the living areas through subtraction, so that simple spaces are formed which facilitate daily
living, but do not influence it. UAIG architects are responsible for the design which meets the strong
wishes of the owners to modernise and renovate. Its unity is shown by the decisive black dividing
panel which separates the ‘public’ area of the house (the entryway and the studio) and the ‘home’
area, highlighted by the brightness of the large island in the kitchen. All this well distinguished from
the night area, where the contrasts are softer and the colour tones become more neutral, warm and
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relaxing. The functionality of the apartment has been left to be defined by the fittings in the different
areas. In the day area, the owner’s desire for an open, inviting living space (without recourse to the
usual open space with fireplace) has led to the separation of the working area of the kitchen from the
socialising space. The latter is identified by a large island and a wall equipped with fridge, storage and
a wine collection. The working area has been separated and placed on the other side of columns:
a full length smoked glass door shows the entrance and reveals a space full of light thanks to the
pivoting glass.
TOWARDS SIMPLIFICATION
The choice of materials throughout the apartment reflects the tendency for simplification, reducing
colour shades to two opposites: light and dark. Finishes have also been given special attention,
particularly with regard to the doors which are flush with the walls to maintain the purity of the
space. They have been modified on site to permit the use of vertical solid oak handles. The skirting
board is incorporated into the wall and finished in enamelled mfd like the walls and ceilings, as a
further expression of the principle of subtraction which permeates the whole project.
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THE FLOOR
The UAIG architectural studio has united everything harmoniously by using Woodco’s Rovere Crema
parquet. Its pale, but welcoming tints, the original format (70 x 140 mm slats) and the refined parallel
laying, have contributed to the elegant, linear interiors, in line with the simplicity and essentiality of
the whole project. The brushed surface of the slats, made from Slavonic Oak, has been finished with
an extra opaque varnish - non-toxic and containing no solvents - to protect the surface of the parquet
from the wear and tear common when there are children about.
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In the Vertical
Forest in Milan,
there is an apartment where
you can breathe in nature
TITO FRANCESCHINI
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VERTICAL
FOREST
HORIZONTAL
WOOD
39
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• Project: Residential
• Studio: COIMA image Srl
• Interior design: 		
COIMA image Srl
• Location: Bosco Verticale /
Milano / Italy
• Essence: Reale / 		
Boschi di Fiemme
• Selection: Knot-free
• Surface: Smoot
fiemmetremila.it

“A home for trees that also houses humans”.
This definition by its designer and creator
Stefano Boeri summarizes the concept that
underlies the Vertical Forest well. It is more
than a building, it is a living organism, which
has immediately become a place of worship, a
symbol, not only of Milan, but of a new idea of
architecture intended to promote the harmony
of shapes, nature and people. Here we
enter an apartment where the owners have
perfectly embraced the Vertical Forest spirit,
by making choices based on purity, nature, and
fully respecting the environment and people.
One example of this is their choice of an air
filtration and purification system. It contains
a photocatalytic treatment based on titanium
dioxide on the internal walls, which neutralizes
pollutants and microorganisms, converting
them into water, carbon dioxide or harmless
salts such as nitrates.
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WOOD CHOICE
Even the wood choice on the floors is
perfectly coherent with the tree to house
project by Boeri. A wood-look outside and
wood inside create not only visual harmony,
but also an inner harmony. A true wellness
treatment for the soul, accentuated by the
characteristic fragrance of Fiemme Tremila
Reale Essence, knot-free and smooth.
Its shade and detail are timeless. It suits
an iconic building like the Vertical Forest
perfectly, simultaneously focusing on
tradition and the story of housing.
The oak floor extends throughout the whole
apartment, as a trait d’union between the
rooms. Choosing soft and natural shades
in the furniture and fabrics strengthens the
housing comfort that this place conveys.
In the kitchen, the marble island has rich
marked veins, which reflect the wood’s
grains, and together are an ode to the
pleasant and unique irregularity of nature.
This house, even with its big rooms,
was created to experience the feeling of
intimacy one can feel when in contact
with nature or oneself. You can lie down
on the chaise longue in front of the large
window, pick up a book, and you are ready
to discover the most hidden paths of the
forest… the ones you have inside.
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ALMA FLOOR
Thanks to an innovative design and
a long experience in woodworking,
Alma create long-lasting and ecosustainable products with high
quality. Each parquet is designed
according to the space in which it will
be laid, to the furniture and customer
needs: all products can be fully
customized, from the type of surface
to the color, from size to shape. Our
wooden floors are made by craftsmen
who shape tailor-made solutions.
Our Collections contain the natural
beauty of wood combined with our
creativity in designs and finishes,
capable of adapting to any living
style, from the most classic to the
most eccentric.

inspiration

 Original, eccentric, unique:
Geometrici Collection represents the
ideal choice for those looking for a
parquet with a strong personality,
able to transform the whole
environment. Innovative puzzle box
and contrasts give life to unusual
and refined shapes, that becomes
the protagonist of the house. Treccia
model, in the picture, is characterized
by an original and classic design,
where the nature of wood meets
design, creating a dynamic and
extremely elegant parquet. Treccia
represents the perfect symbol of a
love union. Passion, complicity and
dreams, braided together. Wood,
scents and emotions, braided
together.
Collection: Geometric
Model: Treccia
Treatment: Smoked Stained

almafloor.it
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A historic apartment
has been skilfully
renovated in the ex
Persian storehouse…
Starting with
the wood floor
FRANCESCA FERRARI

In the Most Serene Republic of Venice the
storehouses were Venetian properties rented out
to foreign businesses.
These buildings had an important symbolic
function and the prestige of the nations which
used them was enhanced by the beauty and
impact of the architecture of their storehouse,
by its position on the main waterway (the Grand
Canal) and by the length of time it was used to
show the presence of their people in Venice.
There were three storehouses on the Grand
Canal: the Turkish and German ones and the
Persian storehouse, witness to the ancient, fruitful
relationship with Persia.
The Eastern merchants with their families and
servants lived in the Persian storehouse. It was a
majestic wooden building with a richly decorated
facade which almost looked like cloth, but it was
destroyed by fire in 1830. Towards the end of the
19th century, a grand Neo-Renaissance building
was constructed on the now empty plot. It was
five floors and the main façade was decorated in
the traditional style with the white of Istra stone
framing one or several holes and contrasting with
the red ochre colour of bricks.
The interior restoration of this prestigious historic
building, only recently concluded, was a huge
commitment with surprising results. The great
attention paid to finding the right finishing
touches, materials and details have endowed
the building with a strong personality and the
atmosphere of a different time.

is a work
of art
46
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THE FLOORS
The floors are worth a mention on their own.
The architectural studio realised immediately that
they were a determining factor in the historical
placement of the rooms and in reconstructing
the atmosphere of the era of the storehouse.
Parchettificio Garbelotto was entrusted with the
realisation of all the floors.
In the daytime area, in complete harmony with
the furnishing, the exquisite oak tiles of the India
model of the Creator line were used with a wax
effect varnish. The edges of the rooms however,
were finished with boards of the same colour and
varnish as the tiles.
The same type of wood, colour and finish were
used in the night area, but the floor laying was
done in herringbone, special for its dimensions
and with a 10 degree incline. While the design
can be considered vintage, the laying is super
technological. In fact the Clip Up System was
used. This is a Garbelotto patented high quality
system which allows the installation of a wood
floor to be carried out easily and quickly and
means that a board can be replaced at any time.
The result?

CLIP UP SYSTEM®
Clip Up System® is the patented
and exclusive installation system
of Garbelotto for quick and easy
glue-free installation, making the
floor immediately walkable. Clip
Up System® is the only installation
system designed for locations
where inspection is required.
Perfect for any environment such as
offices, shops, restaurants, gyms,
hotels, private homes. With high
acoustic comfort, Clip Up System®
is available in different sizes, laying
geometries, wood species, surface
finishes and can be customized.
garbelotto.it
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FRIULPARCHET
Friulparchet is an Italian company
that has been producing wooden
floors since 1927. It is the story of a
family that has been dedicated to
the manufacture of parquet for four
generations. We operate on national
and international markets always
pursuing the goal of supplying ours
customers the best product and
maximum assistance, allowing a
maximum degree of customization.
Our products, people, our projects
speak and tell of a sincere and
spontaneous passion for beauty,
emotion and nature.
They tell of the commitment that day
after day, for more than 95 years,
has been lavished on the production
and manufacturing processes, in the
craftsmanship of the products, in the
honesty of relations with suppliers, in
relations with customers.

inspiration

 The herringbone installation is
an element of classic style, timeless
which has returned today to be the
protagonist in the wooden flooring
sector. In this particular installation
geometry, the individual parquet
strips are cut at particular angles
and then placed at right angles,
creating a particularly elegant effect,
thanks also to the fact that the light
that hits them reflects differently,
further enhancing and visually
expanding space. Friulparchet offers
three different angles of the spine,
the classic Italian spine cut at 90°,
the French spine at 45° and the
Hungarian spine at 60°. All these
are produced in various sizes and
thicknesses, as well as in a vast
choice of colors and finishes, which
can also be customized.

friulparchet.it
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In Campo Santo Stefano in
Venice, the Aperol Terrace has
revisited the traditional Venice
wine bar and added a modern
touch. The wood floor has
been made from Venetian
‘bricole’
FRANCESCA FERRARI

THE COLOURS OF
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The Venice Aperol Terrace is the bar of the historic
brand of the Campari Group. It covers over 200 sq. m
(90 sq. m. outdoors) in Campo Santo Stefano, a few
steps from the Ponte dell’Accademia.
The interior design was entrusted to VudafieriSaverino Partners, who have designed a place which
is testimony to Venetian values and to the distinctive
logos of the brand. Thus capturing in one style both
the century old heredity and contemporary nature
of an Aperol Spritz aperitif. A rite which started in
the Venetian alleyways and spread throughout the
world as a moment for shared pleasure, becoming an
international social phenomenon.
The Aperol Terrace is inspired by the traditional
Venetian wine bar and revisits it but with a
cosmopolitan touch in a continuous flow between
spaces with different characteristics and between
indoors and outdoors.
THE DESIGN CONCEPT
Inside, traditional elements have been reinterpreted
with a contemporary touch. So, there are Venetian
mirrors which become digital monitors for sharing
photos from other Aperol bars throughout the world;
craftsman plasterwork and floors made from recycled
Venetian ‘bricole’ (the oak pillars which outline the

Vudafieri - Saverino Partners
vudafierisaverino.it
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THE MATERIALS
The materials used in the areas are inspired by
the traditional Venetian high life, like the cafés and
antique buildings, but reinterpreted in a contemporary
light using modern work techniques. The wood floor
is in recycled timber from the ‘Bricole’. The grey
Venetian plasterwork – which reminds us of the
colours and atmosphere of the Lagoon - is enhanced
by mosaic tiles made from orange Murano glass
to celebrate the DNA of the brand. The traditional
beamed ceiling with decorative joints – the so-called
Sansovina wood – has been restored and lit, while
in the main room a led lighting system re-evokes the
shape in a contemporary way. The framed mirrors
recall those of the historic Venetian cafés.
A mix of diffused lighting and focussed cones
characterise the space. Tables, merchandising and
counters are highlighted by spotlights in in the ceiling
and by integrated led rows.
In respect to the special environment which
surrounds it, the bar has been designed with the
idea of using recycled materials to contribute to
generating a positive impact on the environment.

navigable channels in the lagoon) with orange joints;
a counter, inspired by bars from the mid 20th century,
panelled in recycled 3d printed polycarbonate and
benches whose classic shape is combined with
materials in neutral tones and modern styles.
The many orange details which characterise the
aesthetic ambience of the bar pay homage to the
iconic colour of the brand: from the edges of the
seats to the totally orange toilet, from the shelves
to the mirror. An ‘orange thread’ unites the different
spaces and gives the bar a distinctive touch. The
Aperol Terrace is a fluid, dynamic, interactive space
with two different indoor areas which are connected
but with different entrances: Bacaro and Bar. Bacaro,
inspired by tradition, has a historic Sansovina wood
ceiling, typical of Venice. Bar has the large counter
with the 3d printed recycled polycarbonate, lit from
behind with the characteristic orange colour and
with a corian shelf in warm white. Both areas lead
onto the large 90 sq. m. outdoor terrace facing onto
Campo Santo Stefano.
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ORIGINAL
PARQUET
Original Parquet Spa is one of the
leading companies in Europe in the
production of wooden floors.
The whole production area is
equipped with the most modern
plant technologies, thus respecting
the environment and the workers
life quality, for the production of
wood floorings. See in this video a
presentation of the company Original
Parquet SpA and its wood collections.
Original Parquet operates in three
factories and its headquarters are
located in Alfonsine, on the SS 16
Adriatica, in the heart of Romagna,
just a few kilometres from Ravenna
and its harbour. This creates a
strong synergy which contributes to
develop the company, especially for
the logistical aspects, thus allowing
streamlined and dynamic operations
aimed at improving both production
and services. The company boasts
a long experience and great
competence in its own sector.
Throughout the years, it has
continuously invested its resources
in technology, research and industrial
plant design with the aim of realizing
the multi layer pre finished floor,
keeping however a leading position
in the Walking industrial floor sector
and in the solid wood range.

WO
OD

inspiration

 The “Thermotreated Oak”
collection has a high temperature
heat treatment that subjects the wood
to hygrothermal processes in order to
remove moisture and improve some
physical characteristics, such as
resistance to biological deterioration
caused by fungi, molds and insects.
Original Parquet, through continuous
research and experimentation, has
found a way not to use (as in the past)
chemicals or additives but only water
and heat to develop its own thermotreatments. The wood is dehydrated,
and all its organic components come
out by evaporation or crystallize
inside. In this way there are no
substances subject to deterioration
inside the wood and the material
becomes more durable.

originalparquet.com
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GETTING
TO
KNOW
TIMBER:
CEDAR
60

A majestic, perfumed
tree, highly decorative
and most importantly
‘at zero kilometres’.
Let’s learn about it
together
GIANNI CANTARUTTI

All species of the Cedrus genus Atlantic Cedar (C. atlantica), Lebanese
cedar (C. libani) and Himalayan cedar
(C. deodara) - are highly appreciated
both for their ornamental value and for
the perfumed timber they produce,
whose use is even quoted in the Bible.
In the past Lebanese cedar was widely
used by the Phoenicians, especially in
the construction of ships, even very
large ones.
The cedar is an evergreen coniferous
tree of the Pinaceae family. It is a large
tree which can even reach 60 metres
in height and a diameter of well over
one metre.
The characteristic scent of cedar
timber comes from an oil which,
among its many properties, acts as
an effective insect repellent. For this
reason cedarwood is traditionally used
for building wardrobes.
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TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Cedar heartwood is a reddish brown
colour, darker than the sapwood. It is
highly resistant to insects and fungus,
but less so to termites.
Cedar wood seasons well, but is
nevertheless dried to guarantee its
stability for use.
Specific weight of cut pieces
seasoned in air varies a lot and
oscillates between 450 and 750 kg per
cubic metre. Generally, it is not difficult
to work but it is difficult to treat.

ILOVEPARQUET

USES
Granted its presence in many
European parks and gardens, with
trees which grow large in a few
years, cedar can be considered a
‘ zero kilometre’ species, that is a
sustainable species for local use in
different ways.
Very decorative cedar timber can be
used for planks, carpentry, furniture,
interior and exterior woodwork,
veneers, lathing and making
ornaments.
It can also be used for floors, following
the example of the Japanese who
use soft woods like cedar for floors,
especially in the bedroom where
surfaces are not damaged because
people go barefoot.
The aesthetic differences among the
species are negligible, so they can also
be mixed.
In the Lignamundi xylotheque in San
Giovanni al Natisone, where nowadays
there is a collection of over 1000
species of timber used in industry
and craftsmanship all over the world,
you can see the effects these timbers
produce (in boards, veneers, tables
and ornaments).
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PROGRESS
PROFILES
Progress Profiles is a world leader
manufacturer of technical and
decorative finishing profiles and
fixing/laying systems, including
membranes, for construction and
interior design. For more than 37
years the Italian firm has been
developing and patenting over
15,000 technical products and 21
systems, exporting them to more than
80 countries worldwide. The new
Asolo (TV) headquarter reflects the
entrepreneurial spirit of Progress
Profiles, which looks to the future
with full respect for the environment.

inspiration

 Prosupport Tube System is perfect
to create floating floors from 29 up
to 1,000 mm high quickly and easily,
without demolishing or removing
those underneath. It consists of a
base, a ferrule, a screw, two heads
and a set of tubes to achieve the
desired height: the possibility to
make a self-levelling or fixed laying
simplifies the installation, making
it practical and intuitive. On the
other hand, the ideal solution for
floating floors from 10 to 40 mm high
is Prosupport Slim System, which
allows to reach the desired height
thanks to its 2 mm thick levelevers.

progressprofiles.com
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SEA

Dimore dei Lari is situated beween
a large farmstead and private
Roman houses, immersed in
countryside and overlooking the
sea of the Bacoli Gulf. The sea
is never out of sight through the
windows or on the five terraces of
the suites
FRANCESCA FERRARI
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PROJECT OUTLINE
• Architect:
Alessandro Falconio
• Supplier: 		
Edil Santa Chiara
• Laying: 		
Piero Pasca and
Vincenzo Castaldo
• Photo credits:
Tiesse Digital
• Floors:
Ravaioli legnami
ravaiolilegnami.com

With a sea view of the gulf of Bacoli, immersed in
the verdant countryside often praised by the poets of
the past, Dimore dei Lari offers the best in hospitality
and cuisine in a scenic framework of beauty, history
and culture. It is the culmination of the forty years of
experience of the Laringe family, who wanted to create
a place where tradition and innovation could mingle, a
place for events, meetings and weddings.
Overlooking the sea of the Bacoli gulf and on the
D’Averno lakeside, the building has four floors containing
5 suites, two bars and a restaurant of contemporary
design which plays with the natural colours of stone.
Alessandro Falconio, the architect for the project had
the intention of “creating a classic space where the
architecture is timeless”. The basic plan places the
residence between a large farmstead and private Roman
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houses, two typical emblems of the Mediterranean,
while the natural stone floors are contemporary design
features.
BAMBOO FOR THE TERRACES
The most important element of the project – the sea –
which is always in sight through the large windows and
from the terraces which almost float between sea and
sky. Bamboo Elegance from Ravaioli Legnami has been
chosen for the terraces of the five suites – the signature
feature of Dimore dei Lari. Bamboo is sustainable,
hard-wearing and long-lasting. Thanks to a patented
thermal treatment and to its high density, it does not
become misshapen and is resistant to bad weather and
changes in temperature. Its naturally aged look remains
unchanged without any maintenance.
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AT WORK!

OH MY

WOOD!
at
WORK!

Mathieu 

Mathieu is a contemporary desk
characterised by a slender silhouette and
graceful contours. The top, with a wood
frame and leather insert, traces subtle
curves that soften the strong lines of the
painted metal structure. The optional
accessories - the small drawer under
the top and the mirror - are elegant and
discreet, making it a perfect complement
for bedroom spaces.

poliform.it

Malibù Desk 

Malibù is an elegant desk by
Paolo Cattelan for Cattelan
Italia with base in graphite or
black embossed painted steel
and top in Canaletto walnut
or burned oak. The rigorous
and essential design of Malibù
makes it a wonderful example
of contemporary design that
fascinates and becomes the
protagonist of corner office in
the home. The top has a slight
irregular and curvilinear shape on
the sides and on the corners.

Collector desk 

The Collector desk combines inspiration from vintage
desks with a contemporary expression. The desk
features a minimal, exposed metal framework that
holds a tabletop and drawers in precious applewood.
The frame is finished in dark grey, and the applewood
features its inherent and characteristic colour nuances.

porro.com

Ortis 

Designed for the new dynamics of
the domestic space, for studying and
working at home, the desk is once again
an intriguing addition to contemporary
interiors, both for the living and sleeping
areas. Sophisticated and elegant, the
Ortis desk is a perfect addition to the
home that does not compromise on
functionality. The distinctive Ortis oval top
conceals two practical drawers and is
supported by a light metal tube structure
anchored to semicircular base plates.
The Ortis desk top comes in glossy and
matt lacquered finish or wood, while the
desk’s slender legs are made of metal
painted bronze.

cattelanitalia.com

 Remix Desk

With its handicraft nature and the colorful
compartments, the desk combines classical
elements with a modern design interior. The desk
offers storage place and a lot of space to work
thanks to additional extension. The cover above
the compartments can be lifted to take them out
if necessary. The compartments are available in
different color sets.

thehansenfamily.com

70

Industrial 

The Steel Stand Table looks light but is extremely
sturdy with plenty of leg room. The 5 mm narrow
edge of the solid wood panel corresponds
perfectly with the Steel Stands. Despite its filigree
appearance, the table has a strong spatial presence
due to its geometric lines. The combination of the
solid wood panels with the coloured Steel Stands
offers many possible combinations.

lemamobili.com

en.neocraft.com
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Skema Lumbertech
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skema.eu

Lumbertech, Skema’s authentic strengthened wooden floor, is increasingly
being chosen for hotellerie projects. This patented floor combines the natural
charm of wood with its enhanced resistance to footfall and impact, which
is combined with the Bfl-s1 fire rating, making it perfect for public and high
traffic environments. The surface is deeply brushed and comes in two formats
with different finishes, oil or varnish.
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Echi di Fiemme

D

fiemmetremila.it

The old-looking and bleached larch wood, with its winter tone
and base illuminated by ardent orange knots, lights up the
wellness center of this hotel in the heart of Trentino.

Collection: Echi di Fiemme
Essence: Sanmartino
Wood: Larch
Choice: Unique
Processing: Brushed
Treatment: Oliato BioPlus®
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Ph: Gianluca Ricci
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Ipé by Ravaioli Legnami

ravaiolilegnami.com

Wood has got a unique ability, the one of making every space cozy. This way, a public and detached area
becomes a home and family, a hotel or a restaurant turn into spaces that anyone can make their own.
Decking is this and much more and Ravaioli Legnami, by partnering with the best architects for designing,
offers solutions that not only transform and improve outdoor spaces, but also give them a unique, always
different, and original image and aesthetics. Ideas with whom to interpret and talk about prestige and luxury,
as well as coziness and the ability to make anyone feel in the place they wanted to be, at first glance.
Ipè wood - in the photo see The Summer Houses in Jesolo (VE), designed by Richard Meyer & Partners
Architects - thanks to its chromatic and weather-resistance characteristics, represents a perfect synthesis
between elegance and quality.
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Venezia Marquetry by Berti

berti.net

The “Venezia” Marquetry composed of maple, oak and teak is inspired by the
Venetian Terrace and is a tribute to the tradition and the culture of our country.
It has also been replicated in another version, in wood and colorful resin gems.
It can in fact be built with a large variety of woods or shades of resin to suit
every desire. Perfect, either as a floor or wall covering, to furnish with elegance
and originality spaces such as halls, hotel rooms, restaurant halls or reception
rooms.

75

H

O

.

R

E

.

Alma wooden floor for the Ho.Re.Ca world
Alma oiled natural oak parquet is perfect for use in public environments: it is an extremely
resistant wooden floor, which is why it is increasingly used in hotel and contract projects, where
the technical aspect of the material is a fundamental element. Resistant to foot traffic, bumps
and dents, it is ideal for environments that are difficult for common parquet floors, characterized
by a high passage. Choosing an Alma wooden floor for the Ho.Re.Ca world allows you to give a
touch of elegance and refinement to the structure. If installed in the relaxation areas and in the
restaurant area, it gives a sense of peace and continuity with nature, creating small shelters far
from the world.
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Signature Tiles by Woodco
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woodco.it

Elaborate textures and original patterns converge in precious compositions
that remind the charm of ancient residences: Signature Tiles by Woodco are
made manually by expert craftsmen which, through their skills, give shape to
geometries of rare beauty. To meet the more sophisticated aesthetic needs,
in addition to the eight proposals of the collection customized layouts can be
developed in collaboration with designers and architects.
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MaxiTop line by Friulparchet
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friulparchet.it

A floor with a classic and rustic flavor, with very warm notes that are transmitted to the environment where it
was installed. A floor from the MaxiTop line by Friulparchet was chosen by the owner of a well-known farmhouse
in the Collio Friulano area. Produced in planks of important dimensions, it fits perfectly with the large spaces
of the halls giving a unique and effective result The surface planing, done entirely by hand and the Antique
color oiling, also applied by hand, make this oak plank A European floor from other times, albeit contemporary,
reflecting the characteristics of the wooden floors of the old farmhouses. The oil finish applied, like all Friulparchet
finishes, is highly resistant, making it suitable for the high traffic to which it is subjected and making cleaning and
maintenance operations extremely easy and fast.
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Clip Up by Garbelotto
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garbelotto.it

In the evocative atmosphere of the historic center of Venice, Palazzo Pianca is a sixteenth-century stately home whose interiors
have been renovated in a modern and sophisticated style. The rooms and suites with a modern design have been designed taking
up the typical colors of the Venetian facades. With this ‘philosophy’, all the wooden floors were created using the infinite catalog of
Parchettificio Garbelotto. The choice favored oak, 190 mm wide planks, painted with a wax effect with a light color, obviously according
to the sample. The choice of the installation system is also part of this philosophy: no glue, considered polluting, but a floating
installation with the Clip Up System®. It is the innovative patented installation system by Parchettificio Garbelotto R&D department that
allows you to lay the parquet in a simple and fast way, with the great advantage to have the possibility to replace one or more tables
in any time. Clip Up System® laying is recommended also for the floors that have to be easily inspected. If you need to work under the
Parquet, the operation will be easy: just remove the boards, fix the problem and reposition them.
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Sea front terraces with Impertek supports
The development of the Jesolo Lido Design District (an ongoing collaboration between Richard
Meier & Partners and RIV Group that started in 2003. The site is cohesively designed and consists
of three phases: The Pool Houses, The Beach Houses, and The Summer Houses) continues with the
opening of The Summer Houses and the two new state-of-the-art facilities: the 5-star hotel and the
residence. The flooring of the terraces and the relaxation area were made of decking with wooden
planks and 23,000 Jack supports and 40x20 mm joists.
All Impertek supports have been designed for the installation of any type of flooring and are
produced from controlled industrial plastics, recycled and recyclable again.

80

R

L

D

impertek. it

NEWS

ILOVEPARQUET

I-WOOD:
THE BERTI
SMART
REVOLUTION
(Beautiful,
hard-wearing
and good
for the
environment)

An original, out of the ordinary
look, amazing qualities and a
very low impact: these are the
features which made I-Wood
part of the Diesel Living with
Berti collection as soon as
it was produced. It is now
utilised in different products:
Black Star, Kaleidostone and
Darkshade
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A beautiful, elegant, hard-wearing,
economical wood floor which is also
sustainable? Berti Wood Floors, which in
ten years has got us used to innovation
and ground-breaking choices, has
worked the magic. It’s not because of
any spell, but the result of research,
experimentation and a long series of
tests. Not only that, but to make and
perfect this new product the very latest
in different technologies in architecture,
chemistry and printing, has been brought
into play. The product is called I-Wood

and its unique, exclusive characteristics
make it perfect for a market which in
recent years and even more so today,
is presenting needs and demands once
considered of secondary importance;
or even until recently, non-existent
or not perceived. We only have to
think of the price chaos following the
introduction of regulations to favour the
building industry or of the disastrous
consequences on the of raw material
market linked to the dramatic situation in
Eastern Europe.
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THE STRUCTURE
I-Wood is first of all, a floor with a high
level of sustainability. It consists of a slat
of 0.6 tenths in the best quality oak and
a multi, crossed layer support in birch.
Finally, a counterbalance in noble wood
(0.6 tenths) which guarantees maximum
stability. As is immediately obvious, the
quantity of noble wood is very low (the
surface oak is more or less the thickness
of a sheet of paper) while the majority
of the thickness is provided by timber
species which are easy and quick to grow.
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This notable achievement is part of Berti’s
long-time objective of having less and
less environmental impact, from product
to processing. Remember, for example,
water-based paint, introduced by the
company ten years ago, which drastically
reduced the harmful emissions from
processing solvent-based paints.
AMAZING QUALITIES
As already stated, I-Wood is a stable
product for use in construction, while
high precision joints guarantee its flat

surface. Looking at its qualities, there
are some surprising facts given its very
light appearance. First, scratch resistance
- according to European norms, it is
classified “high” in the 100 turn taber
abrasion test. In fact, Berti’s new product
almost doubles this by achieving results
equal to 180 turns, and, we could say,
redefining standards. Its resistance to UV
rays is also almost unbelievable. The Xeno
test showed a resistance of 4,000 h. with a
final result of 100% saturation with no sign
of colour loss.

AN ATTRACTIVE LOOK,
THANKS TO DIGITAL PRINTING
The whole range of I-Wood also has an
enviable aesthetic appeal. This is due to the
use of up-to-date technology like the latest
digital printing. The non-toxic, inflammable
and odourless colours are natural waterbased and solid micropigment products,
made using innovative processes which
give them the highest quality and technical
characteristics. These colours penetrate
wood perfectly, but don’t cover the
background or the surface microstructure.
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NATURE AND WELL-BEING

WHY IS
GREEN
GOOD FOR
HEALTH?

The interaction with
green spaces offers
many therapeutic
benefits. Let’s find out
which ones
FABIO BRAGA

A 2015 study compares the brain
activity of a sample of people after
walking for 90 minutes in a natural
or urban environment. According to
the study, those who took a walk
in the green had less activity in the
prefrontal cortex, a region of the brain
that triggers the rumination phase (in
which people tend to repeat thoughts
and focus on negative emotions).
In addition to this, it seems that
the interaction with green spaces
offers other therapeutic benefits.
For example, by appreciating the
sounds of nature or the silence
outdoors, blood pressure and levels of
cortisol, the stress hormone, can be
lowered. Once the ways to appreciate
ecotherapy have been defined, it is
important to understand how to selfadminister the therapy of nature to
better enjoy everyday life.
WAYS AND TIMES OF
ECO-THERAPY
It takes 20 to 30 minutes, three days
a week, plus a few weekends each
month in the woods to find yourself
in nature. The point is to make
interactions with nature an integral
part of the lifestyle.

The time spent in nature has in its
totality a large amount of beneficial
effects, regardless of the activity:
a daily walk in a park or a Saturday
afternoon on a local path, as well as
trial running are examples of different
degrees of how this activity could
be carried out. It is also possible
to combine nature excursions with
regular exercise, walking or cycling
outdoors.
WHERE TO GO?
The choice of the environment in
which you immerse yourself in nature
is important. Whether it’s a park or a
forest outside the city, the important
thing is to focus on the places
considered most pleasant and suitable
for the activity, with the declared aim
of getting away from hyper-stimulating
urban environments and always
surrounding yourself with greenery
and nature: meadows, trees, lakes.
they prepare the best to detach and
clear the mind of waste.
ALONE OR IN A GROUP?
The nice thing is that it is not
necessary to go on your own
excursions, on the contrary,
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experiencing eco therapy in company
does not affect the final result of the
activity. A 2014 study found that group
walks in nature are as effective as solo
hikes in terms of reducing depression,
stress and improving overall mental
outlook. Nature can have a powerful
effect on our mental state and there
are many ways to tap into it.
The best (and only) way to experience
the effectiveness of eco-therapy is
simply to spend more time outdoors,
trying to interact with other living
beings.
THE DISCIPLINES OF ECO THERAPY:
A SELECTION
There are several theoretical
disciplines related to and often
complementary to ecotherapy, here is
a selection:
1. Biophilia: it is a discipline according
to which it is not possible to live a
complete and fulfilling life far from
nature. Dutch studies have in fact
shown that it is enough to observe a
landscape in photography to observe
the future from a positive perspective,
opening the horizons to more rosy
existential perspectives. According

to the study, people’s exposure to
natural landscapes extends their
temporal and mental horizons, while
exposure to urban landscapes narrows
perspectives.
2. Silvotherapy: consists of direct
contact with the trunks of tall trees.
The technique is very simple: the back
is placed against the trunk, the palm
of the right hand is placed on the solar
plexus which corresponds to the pit
of the stomach and the back of the
left in contact with the kidneys. In this
position, you take slow, deep breaths
for about twenty minutes. If then,
silvotherapy is integrated with physical
exercises or even better yoga, we
speak of active silvotherapy. Among
the benefits, there seems to be a
marked improvement in nervousness
and insomnia. The explanation is to
be found in the production of negative
ions of trees: the negative ionization
of the air creates a general feeling of
body relaxation, leads to detoxification
and improved breathing, as well as an
increase in the assimilation of vitamins
B and C, and to a higher level of
concentration.

3. Vegetable Gardens Therapy:
it is now a support to conventional
care in many hospital centers, it is in
fact established that taking care of
a vegetable garden is a natural antistress. If you do not have a vegetable
garden available, it is sufficient to
cultivate aromatic plants (perhaps
even in the office) and you will enjoy
benefits regarding productivity at work
and concentration.
4. Garden Therapy:
is a form of holistic therapy, useful
for promoting inner health and wellbeing. It is mainly associated with
garden care, with particular reference
to plants and flowers, and in some
cases with aromatherapy. Thanks to
garden therapy, in fact, our sense of
smell is positively stimulated by the
scents emanating from the corollas
and aromatic herbs. Taking care of the
garden promotes serenity, instills hope
and a desire to commit.
THE POSITIVE EFFECTS
OF NATURE ON OUR WELL-BEING
In conclusion, I would like to mention
some of the demonstrated effects of
ecotherapy on psychophysical well-being:
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• Increased energy: walking in the
countryside or admiring the sunset
makes you more positive and vital.
Those who organize weekend trips
in the open air are more regenerated
in facing the beginning of the week
than those who have spent hours on
the sofa or in front of the television;
• Stress reduction: in contact with
nature, cortisol, the notorious stress
hormone, reduces its devastating
effects on the body. Our immune
system emerges strengthened and
strengthened.
• Memory improvement: the
symptoms of dementia are reduced
in contact with green spaces. In
clinics they are used precisely to
derive this type of benefit. Being
outdoors increases memory by
20%. The quiet and the vital energy
that you breathe allows you to make
memories resurface more easily
and enhances the functioning of the
cognitive faculties.
• Creativity development: children
who were used to spending free
time outdoors as a child develop a
very strong bond with the earth and
its beauty. They are curious children
with a vivid imagination.
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KERAKOLL
Kerakoll, Benefit Company
international leader in the
sustainable construction sector,
offers a comprehensive package
of sustainable building materials
and services to build and live in
respect of the environment and
housing well-being.
Since 1968 - when the Group was
founded in Sassuolo, the heart
of the most important ceramic
district in the world, thanks to
the business initiative of Romano
Sghedoni - Kerakoll has undergone
a constant growth both on the
national and international market
for building materials that has taken
the company to the forefront of the
sustainable building sector and to
a level of technological leadership
recognized all over the world.
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 Color Collection is the Kerakoll’s
brand collection of colors and
surfaces for interior decoration.
The Color Collection features a
comprehensive range of eco-friendly
decorative paints and resins for floors
and walls, coordinated in a unique
palette of 150 contemporary colors
and 15 sophisticated surface textures
in line with the most refined style
trends of today.
In photo: Legno+Color,
Oak hardwood floor made
of wooden strips handcrafted
by skilled craftsmen. Customized
textures obtained through various
cycles of facing, sawing, and shaving.
To be protected and decorated
on site with coloured Microresina
Parquet or Legno Nat. Sizes:
Large 70x1250 mm
Medium 50x400 mm
Small 42x300 mm
Thickness: 10 mm.
In this image:
floor Legno+Color
Small KK 110
color.collection.com

kerakoll.com
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FEP PAGES
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REVISION
OF THE
CONSTRUCTION
PRODUCTS
REGULATION
Last spring, the European
Commission has issued
new proposals to make
sustainable products the
norm and boost Europe’s
resource independence,
including the proposal for
a revised CPR… A good
step forward which needs
significant fine-tuning.
The point of view of FEP
Last spring, the European Commission
(EC) has issued its Sustainable
Products Package which consists of
interlinked initiatives - proposals so
far - which aim at making sustainable
products the norm in the EU.
The Package includes a.o. proposals
for:
- The Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products Regulation (ESPR),
- The Digital Product Passport (DPP),
- The Directive as regards empowering
consumers for the green transition
through better protection against
unfair practices,
- And the revised Construction
Products Regulation (CPR).
The Ecodesign for Sustainable

Products Regulation (ESPR)
would repeal the existing Ecodesign
Directive, which applies to energyrelated products only, and replace it
by a Regulation covering nearly all
physical goods placed on EU market
and introduce new, stricter ecodesign
requirements, not only setting
criteria for energy efficiency, but also
for products’ durability, reliability,
reusability, upgradability, reparability,
and recyclability.
The Digital Product Passport (DPP)
- mandatory for all regulated products
- would include product-specific
information to allow stakeholders
along the value chain to know the
environmental impacts of products,
and access information useful for
repairing or recycling purposes.
Elements from ESPR and DPP will
have to be considered by the FEP
Technical Committee (TC), especially
within its Core Groups dedicated to
the development of “Product Category
Rules (PCR)” and of “Circular Economy
requirements”.
The EC will launch a Public Consultation
on the categories of products to be
selected for the 1st ESPR working plan
by the end of the year. In a preliminary
assessment, the EC has identified
textiles, furniture, mattresses, tyres,
detergents, paints, lubricants and
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intermediate products like iron, steel
and aluminium, as priority products
with high environmental impact and
potential for improvement. This does
not mean that parquet is not a priority
as there is also, in the Sustainable
Products Package, the proposal for
a revised Construction Products
Regulation (CPR) to which a specific
consultation was dedicated until midJuly.
FEP HAS WELCOMED THE EC
PROPOSAL FOR A REVISED CPR
FEP - through its TC - has welcomed
the long-awaited EC proposal for a
revised CPR, and the possibility to
comment it.
This proposal aims to overcome
the stillstand in the interpretation of
the current CPR and of the derived
harmonized standards implementation.
It also targets the interferences
between the EC, Member States
and CEN as well as the still pending
citations in the EU Official Journal
(OJEU).
Compared to the options presented
during the numerous previous Public
Consultations dedicated to the topic,
the proposed solution is different,
in between, and may be seen as a
compromise but is not reflecting the
option supported by a majority of

stakeholders. The main objective must
remain to enable CEN - an existing big
pool of technical experts with knowhow - to develop standards that can
be published in the OJEU. Only CEN
technical experts can ensure high
quality technical standards that can be
implemented in practice. Apart from
the standardisation process, other
stakeholders involvement must be a
sine qua non for any further regulatory
activity by the EC in relation to the
revision of the CPR.
FEP is glad to see that CEN would
keep the lead to draft harmonised
technical specifications/standards. FEP
also appreciates the consideration of
circular economy and environmental
requirements, including those
directly related to climate change.
The Declaration on environmental
performance is also a welcomed
initiative. Finally, the development of
digital communication is a positive
element as well.
On the other hand, the abovementioned items are still principles and
are lacking of a common interpretation
including from the EC who should set
the rules for harmonisation.
THIS IS A NEW SYSTEM WHICH
WILL DESTABILISE THE MARKET
The currently proposed sustainability
indicators are too numerous and their
meaning still unclear, which raises
questions regarding the practical
application of the environmental
commitments. A clear articulation
of this proposal with the rest of the
Sustainable Products Package and,
more specifically, the Ecodesign for
Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR)
and the Product Digital Passport is
necessary.
The multiplication of Declarations
of Performance, of conformity, of
environment… is creating a legal
complexity. And a system with both
mandatory and voluntary standards
might end up in a very confusing
environment for the national
administrations, the industry, notified
bodies - who should remain in charge

of DoPs development and the consumers.
The endless
possibilities for the EC
to adopt Delegated
Acts create legal
uncertainties and
hamper an industrial
strategic vision & investment in/or
innovation. The EC would have the
power to take legally binding decisions
on whether the regulatory content
of standards is sufficient or whether
there are risks to safety, health and
environmental protection without the
involvement of the EU Parliament or
the Member States.
Criteria behind adoption of the
Delegated Acts are neither clear nor
transparent and could be considered
by the industry as a free ticket for
the EC to decide whether essential
characteristics are compulsory
or voluntary for some families of
products, to include threshold levels
and classes of performance, to add
further environmental obligations for
manufacturers or to introduce labelling
requirements including ‘traffic-light’
labelling. In order to avoid such legal
instability, the powers of the EC should
be significantly reduced.
Inevitably, this is a new system which
will destabilise the market. Additionally,
direct and hidden costs are to be
expected and the administrative burden
will be significant, especially for SMEs,
in an already difficult context of inflation
and raw materials shortages.
FEP also questions the confidentiality,
security and ownership of data which
will have to be shared with the EC
as it keeps the right to use and, if
necessary, transmit these data. We
concede that digitalization can help,
in particular SMEs. Nevertheless,
information should only be accessible
for entitled actors, and confidential
business information should be
protected, especially in a context of
economic intelligence warfare and
increasing cyber-attacks.
Finally, FEP does not support the
extension of the definition of the term
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“construction product” to its packaging
and all other related requirements
related to packaging that follow in
the current draft. This is neither
comprehensible nor reproducible or
justified in any way.
Rather, it leads to an excessive
administrative burden for all market
participants without any discernible
benefit for anyone in the production
and supply chain, nor even for the
end consumer.
Packaging, in particular wooden
packaging such as pallets, export
packaging, etc. are neither installed
in buildings with the construction
products for whose transportability they
ensure, nor do they have any influence
on the safety, health, performance or
environmentally relevant properties,
essential characteristics or impacts of
the construction products.
WE NEED TO EMPOWER
CONSUMERS
The last part of the EC Sustainable
Products Package - the proposal for
a Directive as regards empowering
consumers for the green transition
through better protection against
unfair practices - would update
consumer rights to ensure consumers
are provided with the information
needed to take informed and
environment-friendly choices when
buying products.
This last proposal is especially relevant
for the FEP Real Wood communication
initiative and the fact that consumers
should never be misled by false claims
on wood and species used, by fake
and wood-look products which do
not have the inherent environmental
advantages of Real Wood products
which are storing carbon and offering
the sustainable flooring solution!
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IMPERTEK
For over 30 years Impertek has
specialized in the production of
waterproofing components, fixed
and adjustable supports for outdoor
raised floors. Made entirely in Italy
and exported all over the world,
Impertek products stand out for
their innovation, quality and ease of
use. These features are enriched
with a complete customer service
for supporting in the phases of
design and correct implementation
of the products, as well as a basic
organization capable of responding
with simplicity, ease and above all
speed of delivery.

inspiration

 Balance Pro supports and Rail
System by Impertek are the best
choice for the installation of any type
of raised outdoor flooring. Balance
Pro allows you to cover heights from
25 to 1025 mm with only 6 items and
its self-levelling head guarantees
perfect flatness of the flooring. Rail
System, on the other hand, is the
modular system that allows you to
install every type of flooring, both
decking, stone or ceramic tile and
slabs of any shape and size.

impertek.it
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XYLOTHEQUE
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Getting
to know
timber:
Cherry
Originally from Asia, this tree
grows spontaneously and is
naturally widespread in all
European woods. Its timber is in
soft shades with hard-wearing,
delicate and varied veining

The cherry (Prunus avium) is a fruit
tree belonging to the botanical family
of Rosaceae. Along with Prunus
cerasus it is one of the wild cherry
species which are the origin of the
different types of fruit cherries.
Originally from Asia, it grows
spontaneously and is naturally
widespread in all European woods.
That these trees already existed
in primitive times is shown by the
discovery of cherry stones found in
archaeological excavations.
The tree on average reaches a height
of over 25 metres and an age of over
a century.
CHERRY TIMBER
Cherry heartwood varies from brown
to a near yellowish colour, sometimes
with greenish flashes, while the
sapwood is lighter. It has a fine texture
with straight fibres, medium hardness
and weight and seasons without
difficulty with average shrinkage. It
can be worked easily and moulded
with steam, but it is a ‘fragile’ timber
which buckles easily and is subject to
rot and woodworm if not treated.
To make the colours of the heartwood
and sapwood more uniform and more
red, the timber is treated with steam
or immersed in lime water.
Nowadays, the American cherry
(Prunus serotine) is the one most used
in industry and carpentry. This tree
produces more timber on average than

GIANNI CANTARUTTI
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the common European cherry.
The average specific weight of both
species is around 500-600 kg. per
cubic metre. The timber lends itself to
carpentry work quite well.
For many years in the last century
it was recommended and used for
flooring. In the last decade this use
has declined because of the scarcity of
good-sized trunks.
APART FROM FASHION…
Parquet made from this attractive
species, which is maybe no longer
‘a la mode’, should still be taken into
consideration where soft colours and
varied veining are appreciated. These
distinctive features testify to the value
and worth of delicate and hard-wearing
cherry wood.
A mobile xylotheque would be the
ideal for talking about and promoting
the particularities and special features
of timber like cherry, which was once
much sought after and appreciated,
but unfortunately nowadays is
forgotten. In the Lignamundi
xylotheque in San Giovanni al
Natisone, where over 1000 species
of timber used nowadays in industry
and craft all over the world are on
show, you can see the effect offered
by these timbers. There are boards
and veneers, but in particular, delicate
objects, tables and floors as can be
seen in the pictures accompanying
this article.
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ITALPROFILI
Resisting over time is our creed,
which has guided us since 1976 in
the design and manufacture of each
product. The whole process takes
place in our factory in the province
of Venice: design, production, quality
control and shipping.
Our range always guarantees
a high-level service and stable
performance over time, developing
into 4 business units: adjustable
paving support systems for raised
floors, roofing accessories,
accessories for foundations,
accessories for cementitious
waterproofing and liquid membranes.
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 Locking Head is the evolution
of our systems for raised floors
with joist structures.
The inclined ramp system on the
head blocks the rotation of the same,
fixing it in a stable way to the screw,
thus allowing to adjust the height by
rotating the base.
Laying in four simple steps:
1 Insert the head on the support
2 Rotate the head 45° 		
to activate the lock
3 Install the joist on the head
4 Regulate the height of the support
by rotating the base
Locking Head is now available also
for the Special Light Dual System
Evolution range.
Dual System Evolution is the first
joist systems that allows to lay both
ceramic and decking flooring,
all in one single product.

italprofili.com
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