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ILOVEPARQUET  EDITORIAL

Maybe I’m not objective, but 
fundamentally it’s a choice 
I’ve made. So, even though I 
respect others’ opinions, I’m 
proud to state my point of view. 
The point of view of I Love 
Parquet, its readers and its 
partners. We support wood. The 
real thing. It’s a material we love.  
We love feeling its warmth, we 
love its little imperfections, which 
when you think about it are not 
imperfections but a guarantee 
of uniqueness and beauty, the 
beauty of nature.

We love wood because we 
think that being surrounded by 
beauty and harmony makes 
life better. This harmony 
unites esthetics and ethics 
and starts long before timber 
is transformed into parquet. 
It is part of the respect for 
nature which is expressed, for 
example, by responsible forest 
management. Things which 
are done well are also beautiful. 
And true. We love real wood 
because it doesn’t play tricks. 
Who wants to spend their 
holidays in the city sitting in 
front of a wall painted with a 
sea scene? Even if it’s a very 
realistic painting. The problem 
is that if we start to discuss the 
quality of the painting, how the 
artist managed to catch the light 
on the waves breaking on the 
shore, how clever he was to 
faithfully reproduce every little 
insignificant detail, we lose sight 
of the most important point: it 
is not the real sea. And you are 
sitting in front of a wall.

WOOD
DOESN’T
PLAY
TRICKS

https://www.mapei.com/it/en/home-page
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THIS IS WHY
WE LOVE
PARQUET

1  It comes from a raw 
material, wood, that 

is both sustainable and 
renewable

2  It’s a material that 
requires extremely 

low energy consumption 
in its production phase

3  It’s one of nature’s 
most amazing 

constructions

4   It can be transformed 
into a work of art 

in the hands of the 
craftsman

5   It’s lovely to see, to 
touch… even to smell!

6   It’s elegant and has 
eternal charm

7   It helps maintain the 
ideal microclimate

8  You can walk barefoot 
over it

9   It provides a soft 
surface for toddlers to 

fall on

10  It’s elastic, and 
this makes it the 

ideal flooring material for 
indoor sports

11   It’s warm

12There’s an infinite 
number of wood 

species, formats, and 
finishes to choose from. 
It’s a multi-faceted décor 
complement that gives 
each person the chance 
to express his or her 
character

13It’s easy to clean 
and care for

14It can be 
regenerated 

an infinite number of 
times… and accompanies 
us for our entire lives

ILOVEPARQUET INSPIRATION
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INSPIRATIONS
Whether starting out on first 
renovation, building a new 
home, adding the finishing 
touches or simply looking for 
inspiration, Grand Designs 
Live, proudly sponsored by 
Anglian Home Improvements, 
is the must-visit event.

Presented by design guru 
Kevin McCloud, the event 
offers top expert advice, 
innovative products and eco 
solutions for home, with four 
project zones and the access 
to 100’s of free talks and live 
demonstrations, all in the price 
of your ticket.

Grand Designs Live
NEC - Birmingham

• 9 - 13 october 2019
www.granddesignslive.com

BUILDING 
AND BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT 4.0
The construction market is 
changing. It is no longer only 
products and technologies 
but also services for built 
environment. The entire 
production chain of the 
construction industry is going 
through this change towards 
new markets and new 
production methods. Now 
more than ever, professionals 
are on the look out for 
products, methods and tools 
to make the industry safer, 
more efficient, collaborative, 
profitable and sustainable.
SAIE Bari 2019 is designed 

for professionals operating in 
the key market of Central and 
Southern Italy, showcasing the 
products of your companies 
and offering new solutions for 
the new building requirement.
The event is at the service 
of the companies to 
exhibit the innovations, the 
excellence and the skills of 
Italian know how, and what 
can be achieved with the 
innovation and digitalisation 
of the industry. SAIE Bari 
is where all of the systems 
and technologies that are 
changing the processes of 
surveying, planning, building, 
controlling, managing and 
servicing buildings will be 
given space and visibility. The 
fair is arranged into 4 focus 
areas to fulfil visitor requests, 
improving the visibility of the 
industry divisions, making 
visits more efficient and 
showing off the innovations.

SAIE Bari 2019
Fiera del Levante - Bari

• 24 - 26 october 2019
www.saiebari.it

A
G

E
N

D
A

https://www.saiebari.it/en/
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SOLUTIONS FOR 
PERFECT INTERIOR 
ATMOSPHERES
After a successful Domotex 
2019, preparations are already 
ramping up for the 2020 
edition of the world’s leading 
trade show for carpets and 
floor coverings. The upcoming 
show, to be held from 10 
to 13 January 2020, has 
Atmysphere as its keynote 
theme symbolizing its central 
focus on all those qualities 
of floors and floor coverings 
that contribute to wellbeing, 
naturalness and sustainability. 
Examples of products from 
the floor coverings industry 
that possess these qualities 
include floors with acoustic 
properties or sound-insulation 
components; carpets that bind 
fine dust particles or have 
thermal insulation properties; 
resilient floor coverings that 
are hypo-allergenic; and 
natural-wood floorboards that 
improve the interior climate 
by capturing excess humidity 
and releasing it again when the 
air in the room is dry. Other 
qualities that enhance positive 
indoor atmospherics include 
softness and pleasantness 
to the touch, sustainability, 
and aesthetic details that help 

transform rooms into oases of 
personal wellbeing.
“This year, as indeed in 
previous years, the lead 
theme is inspired by a current 
megatrend - explains Sonia 
Wedell-Castellano, Deutsche 
Messe’s Global Director 
Domotex -. And that trend is 
society’s heightened focus on 
health. Health is synonymous 
with quality of life and living 
well, and therefore translates 
into high expectations of the 
spaces around us. Alongside 
this, considerations of 
sustainability and recycling, 
and hence natural materials, 
continue to play a major role 
in our society. In terms of 
floor coverings, these are 
considerations and themes 
that are currently very much 
to the fore with our exhibitors 
and their work, especially given 
the great importance of floors 
as elements of creative interior 
design. With the right materials 
and design, carpets and floor 
coverings can be important 
factors in personal wellbeing 
and in the design of homes 
and workplaces that promote 
it. That is why Atmysphere is 
of such definitive importance 
for all our exhibitors and visitor 
target groups”.

Domotex 2020
Deutsche Messe - Hannover

• 10 - 13 january 2020
www.domotex.de

THE BEST   
EDITION EVER
Never before in the history 
of Architect@Work London 
event have applications 
been so popular: exhibitors 
are lining up at a speed that 
the organization team never 
witnessed before.
Besides this, architectural 
firms are very keen on 
soliciting for speaker 
opportunities. Signs that the 
2020 edition is bound to break 
all records.Theme for this 

year’s edition will be Sensory 
Design | Acting Natural: new 
ways in which architecture and 
the environment converge.
A total immersive experience 
using sensory materials related 
to the human senses of vision, 
hearing, taste, smell and 
touch will be created in the 
curation section of the event. 
Talks will discuss items like 
materiality, ‘is technology the 
new environment?’, how is 
architecture re-connecting to 
nature and many more.

Architect@Work London 2020
Old Truman Brewery - London

• 29 - 30 january 2020
www.architect-at-work.co.uk

http://www.virag.com/en
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THE OTHER FRANK 
LLOYD WRIGHT
In 1955, the renowned 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright 
(1867–1959) launched the 
first commercial venture 
of his long and eminent 
career, designing a line of 
affordable home products for 
the general consumer. The 
designs for the fabrics and 
wallpapers, based on Wright’s 
architectural vocabulary and 
inspired by specific buildings, 
were featured in a sample 
book, Schumacher’s Taliesin 
Line of Decorative Fabrics 
and Wallpapers Designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright  (1955). 

Only 100 copies of the 
sample book were printed and 
were available exclusively to 
authorized dealers.
This installation presents the 
book and nine examples of 
the fabric it introduced, all 
from the original line produced 
by F. Schumacher and Co. In 
addition to the textiles that 
reflect the signature Wright 
aesthetic, the installation 
also includes two examples 
of Wright-designed wooden 
vases that were made in a 
very limited number and never 
reached the open market, 
and a 1954 photograph of the 
architect by Yosuf Karsh.  

Frank Lloyd Wright Textiles: 
The Taliesin Line, 1955-60
The Met Fifth Avenue - New York

• Until 5 april 2020
www.metmuseum.org

HASHIM SARKIS’S 
VISION
The 17th International 
Architecture Exhibition will 
run 23 may to 29 november 
2020, curated by architect 
and scholar Hashim Sarkis. 
“The world is putting 
new challenges in front of 
architecture - stated Sarkis -. 
I look forward to working with 
participating architects from 
around the world to imagine 
together how we are going to 
rise to these challenges. We 
need a new spatial contract - 
has continued -. 
In the context of widening 
political divides and growing 
economic inequalities, we 

call on architects to imagine 
spaces in which we can 
generously live together: 
togetheras human beings 
who, despite our increasing 
individuality, yearn to connect 
with one another and with 
other species across digital and 
real space; together as new 
households looking for more 
diverse and dignified spaces 
for inhabitation; together as 
emerging communities that 
demand equity, inclusion 
and spatial identity; together 
across political borders to 
imagine new geographies of 
association; and together as a 
planet facing crises that require 
global action for us to continue 
living at all.
The architects invited to 
participate in Biennale 
Architettura 2020 are 
encouraged to engage 
other professions and 
constituencies-artists, builders, 
and craftspeople, but also 
politicians, journalists, social 
scientists, and everyday 
citizens. In effect, Biennale 
Architettura 2020 asserts 
the overlooked role of the 
architect as both cordial 
convener and custodian of the 

spatial contract. In parallel, 
Biennale Architettura 2020 
also maintains that it is in its 
material, spatial, and cultural 
specificity that architecture 
inspires the ways we live 
together. In that respect, 
we ask the participants to 
highlight those aspects of the 
main theme that are uniquely 
architectural. The curators of 
the national participations are 
called upon to address one or 
more of the sub-themes of 
the Exhibition. The need for 
more inclusive social housing 
and equipment or for more 
connective urban and territorial 
tissue remains as pressing 
in emerging economies as in 
advanced ones”.
Hashim Sarkis has been 
Dean of the School of 
Architecture and Planning at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) since 
2015. He earned a Bachelor 
of Architecture and a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts from the Rhode 
Island School of Design, and 
a PhD in Architecture from 
Harvard University. He is the 
author and editor of several 
books and articles on modern 
architecture history and theory.

Biennale Architettura 2020
Venezia

• 23 may - 29 november 2020
www.labiennale.org

https://www.labiennale.org/en
http://www.woodco.it/en/
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

English name: ROCK MAPLE
Botanical name:: Acer saccharum Marsh.
Source: North America
French name: Érable d’Amérique
Italian name: Acero americano
German name: Zuckerahorn
Other commercial name: -

English name: SYCAMORE
Botanical name: Acer pseudoplatanus L.
Source: Europe
French name: Érable sycomore
Italian name: Acero montano
German name: Bergahorn
Other commercial name: -

English name: AFRORMOSIA
Botanical name: Pericopsis elata (Harms) van Meeuwen
Source: Africa
French name: Afrormosia
Italian name: Afrormosia
German name: Afrormosia
Other commercial name: Afrormosia

English name: BALSAMO
Botanical name: Myroxylon spp., principali M. balsamum (L.) Harms
Source: North America
French name: Balsamo
Italian name: Balsamo
German name: Bálsamo
Other commercial name: Cabreuva

English name: EUROPEAN CHERRY
Botanical name: Prunus avium L.
Source: Europe
French name: Merisier
Italian name: Ciliegio
German name: Kirschbaum
Other commercial name: -

http://www.coraparquet.com
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English name: AMERICAN CHERRY
Botanical name: Prunus serotina Ehrh.
Source: North America
French name: Merisier d’Amérique
Italian name: Ciliegio americano
German name: Amerikanischer Kirschbaum
Other commercial name: -

English name: COURBARIL
Botanical name: Hymenaea courbaril L.
Source: Central and South America
French name: Courbaril
Italian name: Courbaril
German name: Courbaril
Other commercial name: Jatoba

English name: AFZELIA

Botanical name: Afzelia spp., inc. A. africana Smith ex Pers., 
A. bipindensis Harms, A. pachyloba Harms

Source: Africa
French name: Doussié
Italian name: Doussié 
German name: Afzelia
Other commercial name: -

English name: EUROPEAN BEECH
Botanical name: Fagus sylvatica L.
Source: Europe
French name: Hêtre
Italian name: Faggio
German name: Buche
Other commercial name: -

English name: EUROPEAN ASH
Botanical name: Fraxinus excelsior L.
Source: Europa
French name: Frêne commun
Italian name: Frassino
German name: Esche
Other commercial name: -

30

http://www.brunoparquet.it/en/home
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English name: PAU MARFIM
Botanical name: Balfourodendron riedelianum (Engl.) Engl.
Source: South America
French name: Guatambu
Italian name: Guatambù
German name: Guatambu
Other commercial name: -

English name: IPÉ
Botanical name: Tabebuia spp., principali - T. serratifolia (Vahl) Nicholson
Source: South America
French name: Ipé
Italian name: Ipé
German name: Ipé
Other commercial name: Lapacho

English name: IROKO

Botanical name: Milicia excelsa (Welw.) C.C. Berg,
M. regia (A. Chev.) C.C. Berg

Source: Africa
French name: Iroko
Italian name: Iroko
German name: Iroko
Other commercial name: -

English name: EUROPEAN LARCH
Botanical name: Larix decidua Mill.
Source: Europe
French name: Mélèze d’Europe
Italian name: Larice
German name: Lärche
Other commercial name: -

English name: MERBAU
Botanical name: Intsia bijuga (Colebr.) O. Ktze., I. palembanica Miq.
Source: Asia
French name: Merbau
Italian name: Merbau
German name: Merbau
Other commercial name: -

https://www.italparchetti.it/eng/
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English name: MUTÉNYÉ
Botanical name: Guibourtia arnoldiana (De Wild. & Th. Dur.) J. Léon.
Source: Africa
French name: Mutényé
Italian name: Mutenye
German name: Mutényé
Other commercial name: -

English name: EUROPEAN WALNUT
Botanical name: Juglans regia L.
Source: Europe
French name: Noyer
Italian name: Noce
German name: Nussbaum
Other commercial name: -

English name: EUROPEAN OLIVE
Botanical name: Olea europaea L.
Source: Europe
French name: Olivier
Italian name: Olivo
German name: Olive
Other commercial name: -

English name: AFRICAN PADAUK
Botanical name: Pterocarpus soyauxii Taub., P.osun Craib
Source: Africa
French name: Padouk d’Afrique
Italian name: Padouk africano
German name: Afrikanisches Padouk
Other commercial name: -

English name: PANGA PANGA
Botanical name: Millettia stuhlmannii Taub
Source: Africa
French name: Panga panga
Italian name: Panga panga
German name: Panga panga
Other commercial name: -

34

https://almafloor.it/en/
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English name: EUROPEAN OAK
Botanical name: Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl., Q. robur L.
Source: Europe
French name: Chêne blanc
Italian name: Rovere
German name: Eiche
Other commercial name: Farnia - quercia

English name: SUCUPIRA

Botanical name:
Bowdichia spp., principali, B. nitida Benth.,
Diplotropis spp., principali D. martiusii Benth.,
D. purpurea (Rich.) Amsh.

Source: South America 
French name: SUCUPIRA
Italian name: sucupira
German name: Sucupira
Other commercial name: -

English name: TEAK
Botanical name: Tectona grandis L.f.
Source: Asia
French name: teck
Italian name: Teck
German name: Teak
Other commercial name: Teak

English name: WENGÉ
Botanical name: Millettia laurentii De Wild.
Source: Africa
French name: Wengé
Italian name: Wenge
German name: Wengé
Other commercial name: -

English name: JEQUITIBA
Botanical name: Cariniana spp., principali C. legalis (Mart.) O. Ktze.
Source: South America
French name: Jequitiba
Italian name: Jequitibà rosa
German name: Jequitibá
Other commercial name: Yesquero

36

https://en.berti.net
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Red is red
The Ro sofa comes fully upholstered in a 
selection of unique Designer Selection colours 
in the fabric Fiord: one colour for the shell and 
one for the cushions. The base consists of 4 
legs in solid oak with a clear lacquer finish.
fritzhansen.com

OH MY WOOD!  LET’S GET COMFORTABLE

WOOD!
OH MY

Bague
Manerba office chairs and 
armchairs unite the original shapes 
and functionality necessary in a 
work space into a harmonious 
whole. Design, ergonomics, and 
essentiality take care of providing 
for the comfort of those inhabiting 
the firm’s offices.
manerbaspa.com

Less is more
Bench Mena distinguishes with a classic 
form that fits every furnishing style. The 
structural elements are defined by a clarity 
of lines. The clear, minimalistic table top 
completes the graphical expression.
vitamin-design.de

Rival chair
Konstantin Grcic’s Rival Chair 
represents a fresh approach to the 
wooden chair. The legs are milled 
from one piece of solid birch, taking 
on a fluid quality more similar to 
moulded plastic than timber. The 
backrest provides support for long 
periods of sitting while the low back 
offers a high degree of flexibility, 
defining the sitter’s range of 
movements.
artek.fi

Passion for Amaranth 
Fascinating and unusual, this top in Amaranth 
wood (Peltogyne venosa) from South America 
stands out for its generous size (4 metres long). 
The clever use of transparent resins highlights 
its colour and veining, showing a branch 
design like a broken heart.
giannicantarutti.it

Lounger
In the wake of its success, BD has 
added other pieces to the Collection 
by Jaime Hayon, one of these being: 
The Lounger. It has an elegance carried 
throughout the series, the comfort that 
this typology requires in an armchair and 
the unmistakable hallmark in Hayon’s 
designs - contrasts between classicism 
and modernity, monochrome finishes and 
quality manufacturing with material or 
leather upholstery.
bdbarcelona.com

Molletta
Sculpted from a single block of 
aromatic cedar this wonderfully 
quirky design takes inspiration 
from the characteristics of classic 
Pop Art, enlarging everyday 
objects to create fun and 
alternative pieces.
riva1920.it

https://fritzhansen.com/
http://www.manerbaspa.com/
https://www.vitamin-design.de/
https://www.artek.fi/en/
https://www.giannicantarutti.it/?lang=en
https://bdbarcelona.com/
https://www.riva1920.it/en/home//


4140

The care and the attention they 
give to their job define the 

excellence value of their product.
ph. Italy anticato scuro colour 

for the prestigious Pagani 
headquarter.

____________________

ILOVEPARQUET 
TAVAR
Tavar is a great story 
of passion for wood 
which started in 1950. 
A passion that has 
evolved and become 
established over time, 
making Tavar one of 
the most important 
companies in the 
parquet market. An 
efficient innovative 
company that makes 
the most of the 
professionalism and 
long experience of its 
technical staff, selecting 
and offering only the 
best products, so that 
parquet becomes a 
choice for life, with 
secure enduring 
hold. A head office in 
Ravenna, in the heart 
of Italy, a city that has 
always had a destiny 
of artistic and stylistic 
beauty. The production 
department, occupying 
100,000 square metres 
with 22,000 square 
metres covered, 
is located here, in 
addition to workshops, 
warehouses and 
showrooms.
tavar.it

_____________

WOOD
INSPIRATION

https://www.tavar.it/?lang=en
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A huge renovation project of an ancient 
farm building. Charming appearances
in welcoming and light places on the trails 
of an original modernity
TITO FRANCESCHINI

SOUGHT-AFTER
SIMPLICITY

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS

43
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healthy, biocompatible 
and beautiful floors, 
able to fit and find the 
best harmony with the 
surrounding natural 
context and to warrant 
duration and resistance, 
especially required by the 
presence of their dog. 
The wood floors (by 
Fiemme 3000) laid also in 
the kitchen and bathrooms 
of this 260-square-metre 
house. They know that 
natural elements like water 
and humidity do not ruin 
the wood, but contribute 
to give it an aged aspect. 

The internal staircase is 
made of wood too, like 
the sculpture-tree in the 
hall shaped by the skilful 
hands of experienced 
artisans, able to create 
a sense of continuity 
between one room and the 
other as if to symbolically 
bring push the wellness 
upstairs. The client’s 
passion for art and culture 
has involved the interior 
design and accessories: 
there is a chair marking 
the modern design - an 
Eames Lounge Chair made 
of plywood and leather 

in the Sixties -, then 
some art deco sculptures 
made of bronze, stylised 
books to decorate the 
walls and no classic 
baseboard. This latter 
decision goes against 
the flow, but proves that 
sometimes real luxury lies 
in moderation. 
In the living area, the 
attention is captured by 
a suspended fireplace 
made of iron - a wonderful 
conical form in a 
central position, as if to 
counterbalance the soft 
nuances of the floors. 

Taking the driveway, the 
green vegetation and the 
delicacy of the slopes 
will enchant your gaze, 
then laying on a recently-
renewed big farmhouse. 
You are in the hills near 
Asolo, one of the most 
characteristic and known 
places of Veneto, in Italy. 
Here, the eclectic architect 
Mirco Cavallo performed a 
huge renovation project of 
an ancient farm building. 
The client had 
immediately asked him 
to focus on wood floors: 
desire was to walk on 

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS
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The client had 
immediately asked 
him to focus on 
Fiemme 3000 floors, 
therefore they chose 
the knot-free essence 
Platino, of the series 
Boschi di Fiemme, 
in its saw-cutting 
working. The name 
of the most precious 
metal for this oak that 
looks sunburned and 
revived by the oiling, 
where hazel and grey 
nuances alternate 
with dove-grey traces 
and whitish flashes 
that lighten over the 
years. 
Series: Boschi   
di Fiemme
Essence: Platino
Choice: Knot-free
Working: Saw-cutting
Treatment: Oiled 
Fiemme 3000 BioPlus.
fiemme3000.it

FIEMME
3000
FLOORS

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS
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https://www.fiemme3000.it/en/
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A modern house whose 
interior is characterised by 
warmth and by the personality 
of its walnut floors 
TITO FRANCESCHINI

THE 
ELEGANCE
OF WOOD

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS
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An attic in the province of Treviso with panoramic 
terraces. An essential and elegant design where the 
main job of the designers was to meet the owner’s 
needs for a welcoming and elegant environment with 
minimalist interiors of formal, clean lines. 
Nothing has been left to chance in this attic. 
Everything has been designed for maximum 
practicality and comfort.  The sculptured central island 
containing the fireplace and the rectangular dining 
table make a huge impact.
The white of the walls, which is occasionally 

interspersed with stainless steel fixtures, makes a 
marked contrast of colour and material to the walnut 
wood floors with their warm honey tones.
They bring together the whole house visually while 
maintaining the rustic, cosy mood.  Their natural 
shades warm the environment and the contrast with 
the modern décor creates a refined atmosphere.  The 
width of the planks creates movement and gives the 
rooms greater depth.
The result is a simple, but nevertheless elegant, 
environment.

MASTER FLOOR 
BY GARBELOTTO
Garbelotto Parquet’s 
Master Floor is a 
prefinished double-layer 
parquet line with a 14 or 
16 mm thickness of which 
4/6 mm is fine wood. 
For this attic the Big Old 
national walnut model 
with wax finish of the 
prefinished Master Floor 
line was laid.  Like all of 
Garelotto’s wood floors, 
this line is suitable for eco-
building. It is class E1 for 
formaldehyde emissions, 
100% made in Italy and, 
on request, FSC certificed.
garbelotto.it

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS

https://www.garbelotto.it/en/
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The natural rustic appearance of this flooring 
immediately attracts attention. Longwood Antique 
Rovere Naturale parquet, with its trendy finishings, 
never ceases to impress us. 
Look at this beautiful mountain chalet!
____________________

VIRAG
Virag was founded in 1962 and 
was the first company to offer 
textile flooring on the Italian 
market: carpet. Over the years 
Virag has become a leading 
publisher of resilient flooring 
and wall coverings thanks to 
the success of the Evolution® 
collection. Continuous research 
and a passionate desire to 
offer innovative solutions to 
the market have given Virag 
the opportunity to introduce 
quality and design products to 
international markets.
prodotti.virag.com

ILOVEPARQUET 

WOOD
INSPIRATION

https://prodotti.virag.com


A completely restored 
Roman attic. Three-layer 

planks used for floors
and cladding

FRANCESCA FERRARI

ILOVEPARQUET RESTORATION

LA 
DOLCE 

VITA

56 57
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the space, but also included 
some pieces of furniture, 
choice of materials and of 
lights and colours. On the 
subject of materials, wood 
reigns supreme in this attic, 
from the floors to the walls.  
White is the predominant 
colour, alternated with the 
tan colour of the durmast oak 
wood. Large durmast planks 
warm the atmosphere and 
give all the rooms (including 
the bathrooms) an aura of 
elegant, refined warmth. 
It is simplicity which never 
becomes banality.

Rome, the Eternal City. Its 
historic centre, buildings 
and piazzas make it a city of 
timeless fascination in every 
corner. The pictures we are 
showing you are of the recent 
restoration of an attic right in 
the heart of Rome.
Maria Acrivoulis, the architect 
who oversaw the project, 
has brought to life a series 
of atmospheric rooms where 
the functions of everyday life 
reflect the search for beauty 
and balance in their shapes 
and practicality. The project 
was not limited to restoring 

TAVOLE DEL PIAVE 
Tavole del Piave is a large prefinished three-
layer planking, designed for floors, dropped 
ceilings and claddings. The exposed layer is 
in noble wood, available in different essences 
and finishes. This project originated from the 
cult for tradition, love for wood and predilection 
for artisan work: a prestigious planking with 
which Itlas has rediscovered the floors of yore, 
reintroducing them with the same value and 
emotions. The exposed layer in noble wood, 
the balancing counter-face in fir hardwood and 
the birch plywood central core with at least five 
layers positioned orthogonally on the other layers 
grant extreme balance and stability. 
A durmast with a ‘rope tan’ colour  finish has 
been chosen for this attic.
itlas.com

ILOVEPARQUET RESTORATION

https://www.itlas.com/eng
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https://www.vermeister.com/cms/en/
https://www.tavar.it/?lang=en
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An enchanting antique 
wood floor is the highlight 

in the restoration of an 
apartment on two floors in 

Udine.  A welcoming, elegant, 
sustainable space

FRANCESCA FERRARI

THE
WARMTH
OF TEAK
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Restoration of an apartment 
on two floors has recently 
been finished in the heart 
of Udine. The enchanting 
antique teak floor is the 
feature which unites all 
the living spaces making 
them welcoming and 
extraordinarily unique. 
Bugliesi & Persello 
Associates, Udine, were the 
architects in charge of the 
project and they planned 
every single detail minutely.
The two parts are 
connected by a wooden 
ramp which leads from 
the lower level, where the 
sleeping area is, to the living 
area.  The sleeping area is 
designed around a large hall 
and is given continuity by 
the wood floor which uses 
planks of different sizes.
The extraordinary richness 
of natural teak tones is 
indissolubly linked to the 
story of each single piece 
of wood, whose colour is 
determined by its place 
of origin. The floor even 
continues into the luxurious 
bathrooms equipped with a 
sauna and Jacuzzi. 
The study next to the living 
area also has a solid teak 
floor, but made of tiles 
with a continuous inlay 
of separate pieces which 
produce an atmosphere of 
former times. 
To maintain the 
characteristics and 
fascination of teak and 
follow the project’s 
philosophy of naturalness, 
the owner chose an oil 
finish to the parquet. This is 
a floor which truly gives the 
rooms character.

Project: bugliesi&persello 
associates (Udine)
Photo: Stefania Minzoni - 
StudioSpecchio

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS
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ALEXXANDER: 
A WOOD FLOOR WITH 
A UNIQUE HISTORY
Friulparchet obtained the teak for 
their Alexxander line, the top of 
their range, from old beams, walls 
and floors from old temples and 
buildings of the English colonial 
period in south-east Asia. Asia 
teak is the best and Friulparchet, 
thanks to their mastery of this 
material, produces designs with 
an antique flavour as well as 
more contemporary ones.  Teak 
recovered from the period between 
1600 and 1900 has excellent 
stability and colouring which 
renders it unequalled.  Another 
plus is that by re-using the wood, 
we can be sure of contributing to 
environmental sustainability.
friulparchet.it

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS

http://www.friulparchet.it/en/
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Little furnishing, the warmth 
of wood and the right colours. 

A 1200 sq. m. apartment in 
Monferrato restored with dignity 

and simplicity
BENEDETTA PIACENTINI

BOURGEOIS FASCINATION
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Here we are in Asti, in the heart of Piedmont among 
the splendid hills of Monferrato and Langhe. This is 
a town well-known for its cuisine and wines. It’s a 
comfortable size of town as the owners of this 60s 
apartment have told us.  The owner, who is a lover of 
design and of animals, supervised every stage of the 
restoration herself. It’s an open space where rooms 
are visually connected, but without ever entirely 
revealing their interiors as they flow into each other. 
The décor is simple and essential (as is the design) 
with a mix of English elegance and Italian design. 
Dominant colours are white, dove-grey and the 
honey tones of the floor. The floor plays an important 
role and the owner had no doubt about its finish, “I 
love wood for its warmth and innate elegance.  My 
cats love it too and they enjoy it in winter as well 
as summer”. The Hungarian herringbone is special. 
Each element of wood is not just a simple rectangle, 
but regular trapezia laid with ‘right and left’ joints.
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THE PARQUET:
VELVET LARGE
BY BRUNO
Velvet is a prefinished double-
layer parquet with masculine 
and feminine joints, chamfering 
on the four sides and lightly 
brushed surface.
About 110 square metres of 
natural Oak Velvet Large has 
been laid in Asti in Hungarian 
herringbone style (45° cut).
“The biggest problem on the 
production site was the tapping 
- explains the company - which 
has to be done with much 
more particular care than a 
“ship’s decking” floor. Even the 
choice of floor layer can make 
a difference.  In this case it 
was an extremely professional 
craftsman”.
A particular detail: the skirting 
board was made to measure 
and in one part the floor layer 
had to reduce the thickness 
from 13 to 4 mm. to make it 
exactly match some of the 
décor details.
brunoparquet.it

http://www.brunoparquet.it/en/home
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ILOVEPARQUET 
BERTI 
The company was founded in 1929 by 
Cesare Berti in Villa del Conte, Italy. 
Today is still a true family business and it 
is managed personally by the company 
owners. Being the first to study the 
employment of the laser technology to the 
inlaid work, allowed Berti to realize out-and-
out art works, hence becoming a matchless 
point of reference and to offer a wide 
range of solutions and to create strongly 
personalized wooden floors. Since 1929 
Berti combines ancient art with technology, 
touching and listening to the rhythm of the 
Nature. For almost 100 years the firm have 
dedicated to the production of wooden 
floors with love, adapting requests and 
personalities to the unique and special 
essence of wood.
berti.net

The exclusive Square Space collection celebrates
the journey as a moment of unexpected creativity.

In this beautiful room, few lines define the charming design 
of Athene pattern floor, visibly inspired by the Greek world, 

made with Oak, Teak and Wengé.
____________________

WOOD
INSPIRATION

https://en.berti.net
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OH MY WOOD!  GREEN EDITION

Stay with me
Stay is a furniture for a soft peaceful rest. 
Stay is a neat and small daybed as well as a 
bench. In Stay solid wood meets fabric and 
leather to create a nice furniture with many 
beautiful details.
a2designers.se

Poet Sofa
Inspired by “free art”, Finn Juhl designed the 

Poet Sofa for his own home in 1941. Today this 
sofa represents a part of Danish cultural history 

and modern furniture that exudes values that 
have more or less disappeared in these days of 
fleeting fancies. The Poet or Poeten is made to 
the finest manufacturing standards with hand-

sewn upholstery, and its legs come in several 
different types of wood.

finnjuhl.comFly… 
bow tie
For bow tie lovers looking for a unique 
design. This handcrafted bowties 
is made in Italy, using 100% cherry 
wood, with leather knot.
woodillon.it

About a chair
The solid shell comprises a 
curved back with armrests 
in polypropylene, providing 
excellent comfort and a soft, 
unified silhouette, while the 
four-legged wooden base 
adds a timeless, classic 
expression
hay.dk

Kilt
The storage series Kilt was 
designed in 2009 by Claesson 
Koivisto Rune, with doors 
and drawers hidden behind 
a tartan pattern whose 
proportions adhere to the 
principles of the golden 
section used within classic 
architectural design. 
claessonkoivistorune.se

Petrol green
With Rise, designer Marianne 
Andersen has created a wall 
lamp that is appealing in all its 
simplicity. The wooden base in 
ash forms a beautiful contrast to 
the raw, industrial shade.
normann-copenhagen.com

Drive
This sliding door can be seen 
as a beautiful surface simply 
laid against the wall. The 
technology is totally invisible 
and creates an effect of 
extraordinary lightness.
lualdiporte.com

WOOD!
OH MY

http://a2designers.se/
http://finnjuhl.com/
https://woodillon.it/it/
https://hay.dk/
http://www.claessonkoivistorune.se/
https://www.normann-copenhagen.com/
https://www.lualdiporte.com/en
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F L U I D
SPACES

In Ortisei, at the new Gardena Spa 
of the Gardena Grödnerhof Hotel, 

solid wood flooring highlights a 
sophisticated and green environment

FRANCESCA FERRARI

ILOVEPARQUET PROJECTS
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In Ortisei, one of the famous towns of the 
splendid Val Gardena, the 5-star Hotel Gardena 
Grödnerhof, which is linked to the prestigious 
international association “Relais & Châteaux”, 
has renovated the space dedicated to wellness, 
enlarging and restyling the Spa area, a key place 
for the relaxation and the remise en forms of the 
guests. The Gardena Spa Beauty & Wellness is 
today an authentic temple of wellness, health 
and beauty with indoor swimming pool, sauna 
area, fitness center and a beauty center. Authors 
of this accurate and elegant renovation were 
the architects Gerhard Tauber (www.tage.it) 
and Marcello De Biasi of the De Biasi Comploi 
Architecture Studio (www.debiasi-comploi.it) that, 
thanks to the use of valuable natural materials 
such as stone and wood, have given life to inviting 
interiors that feel at once warm, structured and 
relaxed while maintaining a clean, modern feel. 
The project is conceived as a series of fluid 
spaces whose edges are blurred between interior 
and exterior. The high windows and the natural 

flooring chosen reconnect the interior spaces with 
the beauty of the surrounding nature, creating 
a direct visual connection to the surrounding 
mountains. 

AUTHENTIC SOLID WOOD
For this exclusive space it was chosen the solid 
wood flooring GIʎNT® European Oak Natura, 
pure solid wood 20 mm thick with natural white 
oil finish, that provides a warm and comfortable 
atmosphere that speaks to our senses. GIʎNT® is 
an exclusive plank made solely of authentic solid 
wood, a renewable and precious raw material, 
that is able to grant a very long lasting flooring, 
because the thick planks can be sanded numerous 
times, leaving re-emerge each time the typical 
perfection of a parquet surface freshly installed. 
The revaluation of solid wood in the choices of 
modern interior design is linked to the current 
trend to prefer materials completely natural and 
biocompatible, which belong their own authentic 
beauty, functionality and resistance. 

WOOD FLOOR
GIʎNT® product range derives from noble and 
natural raw materials and - also thanks to the 
total absence of glue inside - it fosters the 
maintenance of a totally healthy environmental 
microclimate, that is essential especially in one 
area devoted to comfort and relaxation. The 
combination of functionality and aesthetics 
starts from the rigorous selection of the raw 
material and is enriched by skilled processing, 
the result of a wealth of knowledge that finds 
its roots in the artisan tradition of Umbria, the 
place of origin of the company. GIʎNT® products 
are available in 26 different wood species, 
including rare wood species coming from all 
over the world. The production process takes 
place entirely in Italy and is made exclusively 
on commission, in order to offer customized 
solutions without changing the peculiar features 
that have made this parquet famous all over the 
world. 
listonegiant.it

https://www.listonegiant.it/giant/en/
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ILOVEPARQUET 
RAVAIOLI LEGNAMI
Ravaioli Legnami, founded in 1985 in 
Italy as a small joinery producing wooden 
skirting boards and profiles, is today 
one of the reference companies in the 
decking world, providing a complete 
service of production, assistance 
and delivery of materials for decking 
and cladding. The wide availability of 
wood and WPC decking and cladding 
products, in compliance with the existing 
regulations, the numerous possibilities of 
customization of solid wood profiles, and 
the constant customer service are the key 
elements of Ravaioli Legnami’s offer and 
they represent the strengths for which 
the company is estimated and recognized 
in both the national and international 
decking market.
ravaiolilegnami.com

The Belvì resort 
is located in a natural park at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, 

a magical location with a sophisticated design
by Arch. Luigi Sorrentino of Studio LAuD of Naples.

The elegant and comfortable poolside area has been 
masterfully made by Piero Pasca and Vincenzo Castaldo 

with Ravaioli Legnami decking in solid
Ipe wood installed with clips.

____________________

WOOD
INSPIRATION

https://www.ravaiolilegnami.com/en/
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          A 
HOUSE 

NOT BY 
CHANCE

Casa Clara is an 
ode to the South 
beach’s lifestyle: 
Luxurious inside 
living seamlessly 
blended with resort 
style outside living.
A custom-made 
wood flooring 
project that evokes 
the Italian style… 
Welcome to Miami
TITO FRANCESCHINI

ILOVEPARQUET HANDSOME HOMES
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Casa Clara reflects the will of 
the client to live in a privileged 
place, surrounded by nature, 
with a view on the financial 
heart of the city.
The floor, born from a specific 
request of the architect, is a 
wood flooring of the Classic 
Collection of Listone Giordano. 
The creation of custom-made 
wood flooring projects is one 
of the strengths and added 
value of the Listone Giordano 
Contract Division.
Collections are characterized 
by dimension, width, finishing 
and surface treatments, wood 
essences and construction 
techniques, being able to 
respond qualitatively to 
different segments of the 
market. 
For this project it has been 
created a dove-grey coloured 
wood flooring that, with its 
elegance and semplicity, 
evokes the Italian style, 
conforming to the other 
materials chosen for the 
house. 
Casa Clara has been 
completely furnished by Italian 
brands: Boffi, Henge and 
Listone Giordano.

ILOVEPARQUET HANDSOME HOMES
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DATA SHEET
Project: 
Casa Clara Miami
Outfitted by: 
Solesdi Showroom US
Wood flooring: 
Classic Collection of 
Listone Giordano, 190 
mm wide
Photo credits: 
Robin Hill

ILOVEPARQUET HANDSOME HOMES

91



92

LISTONE GIORDANO
It was 1984 when Prof. Guglielmo Giordano ingeniously 
conceived a hardwood flooring of groundbreaking 
characteristics that improved the limits of traditional 
hardwood flooring and inaugurated a new era. Stability, 
precision, reliability, beauty, long-life and respect for the 
environment are still the keywords to this huge success. 
The technological heart of Listone Giordano lies in the 
special multilayer birch support, which, together with 
the transversal incisions and micrometric joints make the 
hardwood floor stable over time and keep it from ever 
warping. A unique product characterized by values ranging 
from the selecting of the finest raw materials directly in 
the forest to the special sawing techniques, the marine 
adhesives, the ecological finish treatments, the precision 
machining, the sophisticated selection criteria, and the 
most advanced frontiers of the new shapes and surfaces 
of contemporary design.
listonegiordano.com

ILOVEPARQUET 

https://www.listonegiordano.com/en
https://www.dechecchiluciano.it/en/
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ILOVEPARQUET 
ALMA BY GIORIO
Alma is one of the most renowned 
brands of wooden flooring and is well 
established in both the Italian that 
international markets thanks to the 
wide range of solutions offered. Alma 
combines the warmth and naturalness 
of wood with exclusive finishes and 
will enhance any space. A combination 
of the best raw materials and the 
latest trends in the world of parquet 
have created a series of collections 
with a unique style thanks to their 
appearance, the way they feel to the 
touch or the look they create.
almafloor.it

Elegance, originality, and emotion. 
This geometrical flooring with its softly chained slats 
for a timeless design it’s the perfect match between

the naturalness of wood and innovative shapes.
The result is an extremely refined effect embellishes

an apartment with a classic and modern style 
at the same time.

____________________

WOOD
INSPIRATION

https://almafloor.it/en/
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More design than 
folklore. Under 
the open beams 
of an old Tyrolean 
chalet in Kitzbuhel, 
the décor is linear 
and clean with
a floor in beautiful 
wood
FRANCESCA FERRARI

         THIS 
CHALET

IS
TOTALglamour

INTERIORS



9998

ABOUT BOEN
Boen is now one of the largest 
and most modern producers 
of multi-layer parquet in the 
world.  The company originated 
in Norway where there are the 
management headquarters. 
Factory sites are in Russia, 
Lithuania and Switzerland.
Boen has offices in Norway, 
Germany, Lithuania, the UK, 
and the USA and works with 
important companies throughout 
the world.  Its products are 
sold in over 50 countries in four 
continents. 
boen.com/it

THE DESIGN   
AND THE PARQUET
Restored in 2017
Interior designer: Thomas 
Brunauer (www.found.co.at)
Supplier, floor and stair layer: 
Woodpark
Wood floor: Boen Chaletino, 
Vintage White Oak, 
hand-planed, brush marked, 
chamfering on 4 sides, 
Live Natural oil finish 
(20 x 300 x 2750 mm).  

Kitzbuhel, the legendary sports town 
in the Alps, home to the famous 
Hahnenkamm competition, has a 
special fascination because of its 
coloured houses, streets packed with 
shops, flower museum …. and, of 
course, ski slopes.
Exactly two years ago, in this town in 
the heart of the Tyrol, an enchanting 
chalet with two floors was restored. 
Its spaciousness allowed the interior 
designer Thomas Brunauer to play 
with the décor, associating quite 
modern elements with the more classic 
environment of a typical mountain 
chalet.  Every piece of furniture has 
been chosen with care.  The solid wood 
dining table, the tailor-made kitchen 
(also in wood), the bench, the sofa and 
the armchairs (all with ecru covers, 
the same colour as the curtains), 
the decorated walls and the chest of 
drawers, have all been specially made.
The large (and numerous) windows with 
a view of the surrounding meadows 
make the interior both warm and light. 
It’s the perfect place for someone who 
wants to escape city life.
The wood used deserves its own 
mention.  It truly gives character to the 
restoration. We find it in the open wood 
beams, the furniture, the floor and the 
stairs. It is a very special parquet (125 
sq. m.). A wonderful oak expanse, 
planed by hand, with brush markings 
and chamfering on 4 sides to give a 
rustic and yet modern effect.

ILOVEPARQUET INTERIORS

https://boen.com/en
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B L U E L O F T
From an old leather goods factory 
to a contemporary loft: the open 

spaces of an old factory have 
been converted into a welcoming 

planning studio where wood adds a 
distinguished touch to the interiors

ELEONORA MAZZOLA
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The object of a recent countryside 
reclamation project, the old Borgo dei Pirati 
(ex hiding place of small time criminals who 
were looking for shelter from the police in 
its winding alleys and unused factories), in 
Turin is inhabited today by many creative 
enterprises, among them a contemporary 
art gallery, various architecture studios 
and some local TV broadcasters.In this 
post-industrial site, Luca Ballarini has 
chosen to open Bellissimo, his planning 
studio, nestling between old buildings and 
anonymous dwellings.  Inside a building 
designed to blend with its surroundings, 
the Bellissimo Blue Loft (whose name 
comes from the colour of the south-facing 
wall of the building) contains unexpectedly 
welcoming interiors.  Thanks to their 
carefully chosen styles they maintain 
intact the original spirit of the location.  
An exemplary case of how to re-use an 
old building, the Bellissimo Blue Loft 
has in fact transformed an interior which 
was only practical, first it was a leather 
goods factory, then a breadstick factory, 
into a place designed for creativity.  The 
architectural concept, by Luca Ballarini 
himself, was to preserve as far as possible 

the original setting of the interiors, viewing 
the open space design as offering an 
opportunity for exchanging ideas and skills, 
essential elements of the creative planning 
process. To make the industrial atmosphere 
lighter and more contemporary, the visible 
support structure in reinforced concrete 
was repainted white, which was echoed in 
the colour of the work desks. A 16 metre 
wide strip window was given new thermal 
cutting fittings to ensure bright, constant 
light. Only one space, the meeting room, 
was kept separate from the rest of the 
space by semi-transparent walls, which 
not only guarantee a high level of sound 
insulation for privacy, but also assist the 
concentration of those at work.To give 
more warmth and intimacy to everything, a 
wood floor was chosen with accentuated 
knots and seams. The large size of the 
planks (1800/1900 x 180/190 x 15) highlight 
the openness of the space and give the 
interiors a unique atmosphere thanks to the 
manual planing and the characteristic signs 
of the passage of time.

INTERIORSILOVEPARQUET 

PLANNING
Place: Turin
Finish date: 2016
Surface area:  220 sq. m.
Interior designer: Luca Ballarini
Wood floor: Kalika parquet from 
the Woodco Impression collection
Floor layer: Massimo Russo
Photo credits: Tommaso Buzzi
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THE FLOOR: 
IMPRESSION BY 
WOODCO

Impression is a Woodco 
collection which includes 
all the mastery of artisan 
craftsmanship. The veins, 
knots and seams of Impression 
floors give life to inimitable, 
unique durmast oak planks. 
Available in four different 
colours, the Impression 
collection consists of large 
size planks (1.800/1.900 
x 180/190 x 15 mm) with 
irregular beveled edges which 
further testify to the artisan 
craftsmanship of the work. 
Planed entirely by hand and 
then brushed, the planks are 
finished in Osmo oil-wax.
woodco.it

http://www.woodco.it/en/
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WHITE 
IS THE

NEW 
BLACK

A light, quiet, 
stylish home. 
Shapes and 
materials come 
together in a 
simple, yet 
harmonious way 
to create cosy, 
warm spaces

FRANCESCA FERRARI

The ambience of this 
apartment in In Vancouver 
(British Columbia, Canada) 
is bright and spacious 
due to the natural light 
coming in from the large 
windows.
Shapes and materials 
come together in a 
simple, yet harmonious 
way to create cosy, warm 
spaces. The extraordinary 
patterns of the apartment 
are defined by the white 
furniture and the floor, as 
well as all the tiny details 
and finishing.
The wood floor gives 
warmth and continuity 
to all the rooms.



108

ILOVEPARQUET 

WOOD FLOOR
Stile SLIM collection stands 
for 100% made in Italy but 
with a reasonable price tag, 
making high quality engineered 
parquet flooring accessible 
to everyone. The 10 different 
colours are lightly brushed 
and finished with Bona high 
resistance varnish Naturale UV. 
Stile offers a variety of sizes, 
grades and different installations 
patterns, from herringbones and 
chevron to wide long planks 
to customized pattern design 
in order to suit everybody’s 
taste. Stile comes from the 
gentle hills and uncontaminated 
mountains of Umbria, the green 
Heart of Italy: “We want our 
product to be “friend” of the 
environment, as Nature is our 
first source of inspiration and 
the core of all our values, as 
well as History and Culture that 

have represented our region in 
the world, from Saint Francis of 
Assisi to Burri. Stile has a strong 
link to traditions, but at the 
same time looks into the future 
with courage and innovation. 
We firmly believe that a 
perfect combination between 
experience and advanced 
Technology and the selection 
of the components - from oak 
to exotic woods, from marine 
birch plywood to high resistance 
glue and last but not least, the 
strong partnership with Bona 
(the word wide leader for wood 
floor finishes) - are the secret to 
act as protagonists facing the 
challenges of the global market. 
We are guided by our Passion 
and only Passion can lead us to 
great results”. In the pictures: 
Slim Coconut in Trend grade on a 
10 x 180 mm width.
stile.com

http://www.stile.com/en/
http://www.battiscopa-legno.com
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The extraordinary 
qualities of American 
tulipwood and superb 
design expertise and 
creativity of its makers: 
the first ever mega tube 
made of timber that you 
can inhabit and explore
TITO FRANCESCHINI

THE 
  SMILE

PROJECTSILOVEPARQUET 
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The Smile was to be 
an urban installation 
aimed at transforming 
the way architects and 
engineers approach timber 
construction. 
The Smile, effectively a 
beam curving up at both 
ends, was designed by 
Alison Brooks Architects 
and engineered by Arup. It 
is the first ever mega tube 
made of timber that you 
can inhabit and explore; 
and the most ambitious 
structure ever made of 
CLT. Made from American 
tulipwood, engineered 
into a pure and efficient 
structural form, this was 
an innovative and ground-
breaking Landmark project 
for the London Design 
Festival 2016: installed in 
the courtyard of Chelsea 
College of Art, almost 
opposite Tate Britain. David 
Venables, AHEC’s European 
director and initiator of the 
project, said ‘This project 
is meant to represent the 
challenges of a building… 
American tulipwood is an 

abundant, lightweight but 
strong hardwood; and The 
Smile is the culmination 
of an effort by AHEC to 
show that it can have a 
structural use in buildings’. 
While CLT is becoming a 
widely accepted means of 
building around the world, it 
has been done exclusively 
in softwood so far. In 
contrast to previous AHEC 
experiments with hardwood 
CLT, this installation would 
be made using a real 
manufacturing process 
rather than the hand-crafted 
approach. AHEC’s vision 
was to showcase a product 
that industry can embrace 
and present as a solution for 
architects and engineers: 
whether in public buildings 
or in lower cost affordable 
housing. This project set out 
to test American tulipwood 
CLT and showcase it in 
a series of construction 
products. Exploiting the 
properties of tulipwood CLT, 
Architect Alison Brooks 
came up with the concept 
of a beam that curves up at 

both ends. The CLT tube is 
an inherently strong shape, 
in the same way that a steel 
tube is. The curve means 
that it cantilevers from, 
effectively, a single point in 
the centre.
the answer.

MAKING CHALLENGE
The Smile is not just 
showcasing the use of 
hardwood CLT, but that it 
makes the elements work 
as hard as they possibly can. 
It is a massive challenge 
in terms of scale and 
engineering as well as a 
demonstration of just how 
exciting and beautiful a 
building using CLT can be. 
Andrew Lawrence, Arup’s 
global timber specialist says 
‘This is by far the most 
complex CLT structure that 
has ever been made’. It 
was a massive challenge 
in terms of scale and 
engineering as well as a 
demonstration of just how 
exciting and beautiful a 
building using CLT can be’.
Not only does it have a 

double cantilever, but the 
entrance door in the centre 
of the structure is placed 
exactly where the stresses 
are highest. Solving these 
challenges has useful 
lessons not only for this 
structure but also for all 
future CLT buildings. 
 ‘Although it is a sculpture,’ 
he says, ‘you are effectively 
looking at a 20m cantilever 
that is like the core we use 
to stabilise a building. The 
weight of 60 people at one 
end of the cantilever is 
equivalent to the wind load 
on a five-storey building. 
Nobody has done a core 

that slender in wood.’ 
One of the first challenges 
for Lawrence was 
determining the properties 
of the American tulipwood 
that the project is using. 
The strength of the CLT 
is derived from testing 
undertaken on 100 full size 
planks of tulipwood 15 years 
ago. The design had to 
take some very demanding 
circumstances into account. 
The shape and the loadings 
mean that it is in tension at 
the top over the door and 
in compression through 
the floor under the door.  
In addition to the position 

PROJECTSILOVEPARQUET 
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ABOUT AHEC

The American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) is 
the leading international trade association for the U.S. 
hardwood industry, representing the committed U.S. 
hardwood exporters and the major U.S. hardwood 
product trade associations. AHEC runs a worldwide 
programme to promote the full range of American 
hardwoods in over 50 export markets.
americanhardwood.org

of the door, there was the 
way that The Smile sits 
on its wooden foundation. 
This is partly buried in the 
ground, to minimise the 
visual impact and, for the 
same reason, is as small as 
possible, while not allowing 
it to be so small that the 
structure could roll over, 
lifting the foundation which 
is weighted by the use of 
steel weights within the 
wooded box. 
Another consideration 
relates to the behaviour of 
visitors. The designers had 
to allow for the fact that 
all the visitors could be at 
one end of the structure at 
one time - another design 
consideration was that 
everybody might stand to 
one side, tending to turn 
The Smile on its side.
The structure also had to 
be strong enough to resist 
‘lozenging’, the tendency to 
distort from a square cross 
section to a rhomboid when 
the wind blows from one 
side with a force equivalent 
to 10 tonnes. Therefore stiff 
moment connections have 
been introduced at the roof 
to wall junction to limit the 
amount of lozenging. All the 
connections were achieved 
with self-tapping screws, 
about 400 mm long and very 
carefully positioned. 
Another challenge comes 
from the sheer size of the 
elements. 
CLT lends itself to being 
made in large pieces and 
in this case it is essential, 
as there could not be a join 
in the centre, where the 
structure is most highly 
stressed. 
After all this work and effort, 
assembly was relatively 
simple… ‘like a piece of 
Ikea furniture but on a much 
larger scale,’ said Lawrence.
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